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Sunday Worship
All Welcome

Morning Service - 9:30 a.m.
Divine Liturgy (Soorp Badarak) - 10:00 a.m.

Sermon (English/Armenian) - 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School (Sept-June) 10:00 a.m.

Divine Liturgy followed by fellowship 
and refreshments.

Air Conditioned Sanctuary and Hall

HEAVENLY KING, MAINTAIN THY CHURCH UNSHAKEN
AND KEEP THE WORSHIPPERS OF THY NAME IN PEACE.

On the cover:  

Visit our website at www.armenianchurchofwhit.org for
information about our 50th Anniversary Celebrations
scheduled for 2007!  We encourage everyone to help us
celebrate this important milestone!
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 "SINCE 9/11 ARE WE SAFER?"

This is the question that has been asked over and over again.  
ARE WE SAFER?

Since 9/11 when the terrorists hit the World Trade Center in NY series of
unpleasant events have taken place and still are taking place. That makes us
wonder if there is a safer place to live on this planet.

We watch the News on television, listen to the radio, read in the newspapers and magazines but we sel-
dom hear anything that is called "Good News."  It seams that Evil is out there  lose and doing its thing as
he pleases.

Although an International Security Body has been created and in the United States more security and
safety has been promised, the question remains the same." SINCE 9/11 ARE WE SAFER NOW?

It seems that the more sophisticated security technics and equipment are used,  the more wiser the enemy
is becoming. "They are a persistent bunch, they just keep coming at you when they have a good idea,"
says Steven Simon, who was a national-security official.  It reminds me the wisdom of a squirrel.

My wife, beside loving nature, loves seeing the birds coming to our back yard. We are fortunate to have
many types of birds. We have several kinds of bird feeders, where (mention kind of birds) come and feast.
We have from the simplest bird feeders to more sophisticated ones to prevent the squirrels from coming
and "stealing" the food from innocent and unprotected animals.

Margaret purchased one that has a round ring on the bottom where the bird can land on the ring, and
through small windows enjoy his meal. But when the squirrel comes and lands on the same ring, because
of its weight, as soon as it touches the ring, the small windows close, thus  preventing him from getting
the seed. After several trials, they learned the way to get at the seed. We noticed, Instead of coming from
the bottom of the feeder, now they made their way down from top of the feeder. This way they will not
touch the ring and enjoy the meal as much as they want. I went to the merchant and explained the situa-
tion to him, " I have the solution  for your problem," he said.  He took me to a new bird feeder and
demonstrated to me how it works. He cautioned me then he asked me to touch the ring, I touched, as
soon as I touched the ring, the ring turned rapidly, then he said, "Can you imagine a squirrel coming
back after such a shock?"  I was thrilled and convinced thinking that I had a way to protect the bird
seeds from the "enemy."

Joyfully I paid the price, (I must say, it was expensive) and wanted to surprise Margaret I gave it as one
of her Christmas gifts.

I was more excited and anxious to hang this particular bird feeder, knowing that it will be "squirrel free."

Not too long after we filled the tube, we noticed that the seeds were consumed faster than the birds could
eat. I watched it closely to find the reason. One day I noticed a squirrel approaching to the pole where
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the bird feeder was hung.  I was excited thinking that I was going to witness a swinging squirrel which
will be throne away from the feeder. I happened to have my camera on the kitchen table. I picked  up the
camera to make my joy double; first to see the "thief"  stopped from burglary, second to save the birds
food.

As I was motionless watching the squirrel combined the iron post and jumped on the ring. The ring began
rapidly turning, but to my surprise the squirrel was clinging tight to the ring, he/she was not giving up.
After a few seconds he/she would jump down and feast from the spilled seed on the ground. And he/she
did this over and over again until he/she was full.

Needless to say my thrill faded  away, and I was disappointed from the bird feeder but amazed the inge-
nuity of the squirrel. I said to my self; "the squirrel is smarter than the inventer." 

Why did I tell you the squirrel story? To illustrate a point.

I am afraid that the terrorists are getting smarter than anti-terrorist agents and inventors of anti-terrorist
detectors. I am afraid to say that they are step a head of them all. Mr. Richard Clarke, the former coun-
terterror chief who served under President Clinton, and, briefly under President Bush says, "This is not
good news. It means that Al Qaeda is still around. This is  wack-a-mole, it almost to the point where for
everyone we kill and capture, they grow three." (NEWSWEEK August 21)

The question haunts us over and over again, 

HOW SAFE ARE WE NOW AND WHERE CAN WE FIND A SAFE HAVEN?

The difference between the squirrel story and the terrorist is, that the first one is striving for survival, but
the second one for destruction.

How can we then live a life in peace without fear? Where can we find our safety and security? We thank-
ful  for "Home Land Security" agents, but are they the answers to the above questions? They are trying to
keep our Country and the world safe from terrorists and suicide bombers, I personally thing the situation
is getting out of hand, I am sure many of us go to bed concerned about the safety of our children and
grandchildren in the streets and in schools.

Where can we find security? How can we shield our children and the grandchildren from spiritual,
moral, and physical pollution, when they are bombarded with immoral messages through televisions,
radio, magazines, and internet?

PROPHECIES ABOUT THESE DAYS:

Both Jesus and the apostles foretold about the unsettled situation of the days that we are living in these
days.

Jesus said; "YOU WILL HEAR OF WARS AND RUMORS OF WARS, ...SUCH THINGS MUST HAP-
PEN...NATION WILL RISE AGAINST NATION, (civil war) AND KINGDOM AGAINST KINGDOM.
THERE WILL BE FAMINES AND EARTHQUAKES IN VARIOUS PLACES." (Matt. 24:6-8)
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Never in history have  so many earthquakes taken place, (one million a year) neither famine or disease
that we are experiencing these days.

"We are in troubled time," said President Bush.

About immorality  Jesus said this; 

"AS IT WAS IN THE DAYS OF NOAH, SO IT WILL BE AT THE COMING OF THE SON OF MAN. FOR
IN THE DAYS BEFORE  THE FLOOD, PEOPLE WERE EATING AND DRINKING, MARRYING AND
GIVING IN MARRIED, UP TO THE DAY NOAH ENTERED THE ARK." (Matt. 24:37-38)

The Apostle Paul writing to a young man, Timothy says this;" MARK THIS: THERE WILL BE TERRIBLE
TIMES IN THE LAST DAYS. PEOPLE WILL BE LOVERS OF THEMSELVES, LOVERS OF MONEY,
BOASTFUL, PROUD, ABUSIVE, DISOBEDIENT TO THEIR PARENTS, UNGRATEFUL, UNHOLY,
WITHOUT LOVE, UNFORGIVING, SLANDEROUS, WITHOUT SELF-CONTROL, BRUTAL, NOT
LOVERS OF THE GOOD, TREACHEROUS, RASH, CONCEITED, LOVERS OF PLEASURE RATHER
TAN LOVERS OF GOD..." ( I Tim. 3: 1-4)

Sometimes we feel that Devil is in loose and we have no way to run away from him.

THE PROMISE MADE BY GOD:

As our heavenly Father, God says.

"I AM WITH YOU AND WILL WATCH OVER
YOU WHEREVER YOU GO...I WILL NOT
LEAVE YOU…" (Gen. 28:15)

"FEAR NOT, FOR I HAVE REDEEMED YOU; I HAVE CALLED YOU BE NAME; YOU ARE MINE.
WHEN YOU  PASS THROUGH THE WATERS, I WILL BE WITH YOU; AND WHEN YOU PASS
THROUGH THE RIVERS, THEY WILL NOT SWEEP OVER YOU. YOU WALK THROUGH THE FIRE,
YOU WILL NOT BE BURNED; THE FLAMES WILL NOT SET YOU ABLAZE." (Is. 43:1-2)

These words are not bluff, God fulfilled His promise to those who trusted Him.

God rescued Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego from the fire, when they refused to pay homage to the
image of gold, . (Read the Book of Daniel chapter 3 please)

God, when king Darius instructed by his advisors to stop Daniel from praying to his God, and Daniel in
stead "WENT HOME  TO HIS UPSTAIRS ROOM...THREE TIMES A DAY HE GOT DOWN ON HIS
KNEES AND PRAYED, GIVING THANKS TO HIS GOD..." God was faithful to His promise and protected
Daniel from the lions.

Remember, these young men unconditionally trusted in the promise of God regardless of the outcome. They
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The Church would like to reinstate our practice of
dedicating a commemorative plaque in the foyer in
memory of our departed loves ones.  The cost of
each plaque is $200.  Please contact the church
office at 508-234-3677 if you are interested.



said; "...THE GOD WE SERVE IS ABLE TO SAVE US FROM IT, AND HE WILL RESCUE US FROM
YOUR HAND, O KING. BUT EVEN IF HE DOES NOT, WE WANT YOU TO KNOW, O KING, THAT WE
WILL NOT SERVE YOUR GOD OR WORSHIP THE IMAGE OF GOLD YOU HAVE SET UP." (Daniel
3:17-18)

Some one has said; "safety is not the absence of danger, BUT the presence of God."

WE HAVE TO MAKE GOD OUR REFUGE:

Th Word of God says,

"HE WHO DWELLS IN THE SHELTER OF THE MOST HIGH WILL REST IN THE SHADOW OF THE
ALMIGHTY. I WILL SAY OF THE LORD, 'HE IS MY REFUGE AND MY FORTRESS, MY GOD IN
WHOM I TRUST.' " ( Psalms 91:1-2)

God is always willing, ready and able to take us "Under His almighty wings,"  and give us peace of mind,
but we have to make Him our "Refuge and Fortress."

If we trust God , He promises by saying, "YOU WILL NOT FEAR THE TERROR OF NIGHT, NOR THE
ARROW THAT FLIES BY DAY." (Psalms 91:5) The writer of the book of Hebrews says, "WE MUST SAY
WITH CONFIDENCE, ' THE LORD IS MY HELPER; I WILL NOT BE AFRAID. WHAT CAN MAN DO
TO ME?" (Heb.13:6)

In times like this, when the world is in turmoil, morality is down and there is no safety and security for us
and for our children and grandchildren, to whom then shall we turn? Where shall we go? To whom shall
we trust?

We must go back to the basics. Back to God, the God of love, caring and compassionate, the God who has
promised protection, peace and tranquility to those who trust in Him, those who listen to Him and obey. As
the Scripture says;
"EVERYONE WHO TRUSTS IN HIM WILL NEVER BE PUT IN SHAME." (Rom. 10:11)

Der Aram
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AA  QQuuiicckk  NNoottee  ffrroomm  tthhee  BBooaarrdd  ooff  TTrruusstteeeess

In May, our church celebrated its 49th annual banquet at the Pleasant Street Christian Reformed Church Hall,
and everyone enjoyed a wonderful evening. 

Thanks to the hard work of David Papazian, the golf tournament held at the Blackstone National Golf Course,
was a tremendous success.  Equally successful was our annual picnic held just a few weeks ago.  Despite threat-
ening skies, the weather held off and the day brought overflow crowds to our church grounds.  Thanks to Rick
Kazarian, Joanne Khoury and Peter Bedigian for chairing such a great event.

There was also a couple of well attended Chef of the Month dinners, for which we are always grateful for the
culinary talents of our Church’s parishioners and friends.

Much of the board’s time has been spent talking with representatives of the church’s new neighbor (in the old
Ebbeling building), Advanced Auto Parts, regarding activity on that lot.

There’s lots going on, so be sure to check out our website often for updated info on upcoming events at
www.armenianchurchofwhit.org. 

As we wind down from this hot summer, the bazaar will be upon us soon. Let’s make this bigger and better
than last year’s record breaker. 

Peter Bedrosian
Chairman - Board of Trustees

Committee News

IMPORTANT NOTICE

Keep this date open! Wednesday, October 25, 2006 at 6:30 PM.   

The Finance Committee will be having a meeting to review with everyone the progress that has
been made to date regarding funding for our Church's proposed expansion.

The Building Committee will also join us and will present a very brief overview of the proposed
options to the plans.  Handicap accessibility, elevator, kitchen remodeling and Sunday school
building will be just some of the many exciting highlights that will be discussed. 

So block out this date and include your friends.  Look for a mailing in September with further
details and remember……

Ëûëùáí ÷ÇÉ³õ ã»÷áõÇñ
khoskov pilav chepvir.

Pilaf cannot be made with only words.

The Finance Committee

Jim Altoonian Magdy Faltaous
Mary Amorello Nish Ovian
Hagop Antranigian Page 7



LLoowweellll  aanndd  MMiillffoorrdd  AArrmmeenniiaann  AAmmeerriiccaann  VVeetteerraannss  FFuullffiillll  SSaarrooyyaann’’ss  WWoorrddss..

“. . . . then see if they will not laugh, sing and pray again. 

For when two of them meet anywhere in the world, 

See if they will not create a NEW ARMENIA.”
…….William Saroyan

They ranged in age from 50 to 86. They fought America’s Wars from World War II to Vietnam. They have
welcomed and attracted even younger compatriots. The two groups had never met. Yet, almost instantly, they
welcomed, loved, and were overwhelmed with each other. They exchanged stories, compared backgrounds,
prayed together and feasted heartily in a memorable gathering of two great and historic veterans organizations
made up of American born Armenian Heroes. Thus, Milford’s Armenian American Veterans Organization,
Inc. (MAAVO) and Lowell’s Armenian American Veterans Organization (LAAVO) came together.

Milford’s “Champ” Karakehian, retired WWII ammunition loader on the USS Denver, began the movement
after retired Air Force Major Greg Arabian described Oral Histories he took of some of Lowell’s veterans,
including the Jeknavorian brothers, past Commanders Aram and Armen, Haig Goodsoozian, John Dumanian
and others. In typical Armenian fashion, Champ asked, “Why don’t we get together with these boys? I’d love
to meet them.” That started it.

From then on, representatives of the Milford AAVO
and Lowell AAVO voted to have a joint get together.
In 3 months, arrangements were complete. The
Lowell boys rode down to the Milford Senior
Citizen Center to compare notes and histories with
the Milford boys. 

Both organizations trace their history to the mid
1940s. Both boast a huge influx of veterans follow-
ing WWII together with a patriotic American and
an ethnic Armenian flair. Almost all members of
their organizations were American born, loved their
country, and cherished their Armenian heritage.
They were the perfect bridge between the past and the present. None harbored political rivalries. They were
independent, fun loving boys who will be forever young and will forever cherish meeting Armenian American
boys like themselves. 

Both organizations have always exercised charitable programs. Lowell’s AAVO hosts an annual dance that rais-
es money to bolster their scholarship endowment fund; they award annual scholarships to worthy Armenian
students. Milford’s AAVO is well known for its charitable awards programs, having awarded $50,000.00 to
Milford Senior Center, $50,000.00 to Armenia’s Earthquake Relief, and to the Milford – Whitinsville
Regional Hospital, $33,000.00 by telethon to Armenia’s Earthquake victims and another $10,000.00 to the
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Pastor’s News, cont.

Milford Geriatric Authority, no small change for such a small, well focused Armenian American Veterans
Group. Milford also gave thousands to the Armenian Children’s Milk Fund, Camp Haiastan, Armenian Relief
Society, the Armenian Library and Museum of America (ALMA), both local Armenian Press organizations, the
Armenian National Committee (ANCA) and many other worthy Armenian and local civic organizations too
numerous to mention. 

Both AAVO’s purchased and maintained their Posts.  Their members worked hard to preserve operations. But
with the onset of age and slowly reduced membership, both organizations ended up selling their buildings.
However, that did not stop them.  They used the proceeds of their sales to further their purpose for existence.
Lowell’s AAVO meets in Lowell’s Polish American Club Building; Milford’s AAVO meets in the newly con-
structed Milford Senior Citizens Center, that they helped build with a donation of $50,000.00. Both are fully
operational and organized. 

On June 2, 2006, following a joyous meeting, just a few days after Memorial Day and the Independence Day
of the First Armenian Republic, the Lowell and Milford Armenian American Veterans retired to the site of the
Milford Armenian Historic site, a huge granite monument celebrating the History of the Armenian Republic.
All members were led in prayer by Rev. Fr. Aram Stepanian, the Pastor of Soorp Asdvadzadzin Armenian
Apostolic Church of Whitinsville., and Chaplain of Milford’s AAVO, who conducted a Requiem Service for the
souls of the Genocide Survivors, of those who fought and died for the establishment of the First Armenian
Republic, and of those Armenian American Veterans who, throughout history, have fought for the ideals of the
countries whence they came. 

As if God was smiling upon them all, a faint mist anointed them all as they bowed their heads in prayer.

Following a collation at a local restaurant, each took leave of one another, fully satisfied with having met and
conversed with comrades they never knew before. They plan to meet again. This time, the Milford boys will go
to Lowell, somehow, some way, to return the favor. 
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Der Aram, Chaplain, with members of
the Milford Armenian American

Veterans Organization.
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Church Picnic

TThhrreeee  GGeenneerraattiioonnss  SSeerrvvee  UUpp  WWhhiittiinnssvviillllee  PPiiccnniicc

As we prepare to celebrate the 50th Anniversary of Soorp Asdvadzadzin we can think of no greater
example of the dedication and love of church within the Whitinsville community than to witness three
generations working side by side at this year's  picnic. In every corner of the church hall and field, one
could see each generation being educated by their predecessors, not in any specific culinary exercise,
but most importantly in the lesson of sacrifice and responsibility.  From cooking chicken, washing and
picking up serving trays, emptying barrels and running errands,
the long hoped-for emergence of a new generation has finally
arrived.

Once again we welcomed His Eminence, Archbishop Oshagan
Choloyan whose love for Whitinsville and interest in the well-
being of our parish is unwavering. 

The Sunday School children, whose bake tent at the picnic was
established in 1993 to help a young orphaned child in Armenia
by the name of Nellie, saw firsthand what charitable work can
result in with the attendance of this now young woman at the
bake tent.

Perhaps the highlite of the day was the second public perform-
ance of the Siroun Dancers who delighted the audience and
whose appreciation was not only limited to a resounding
applause, but also to throwing money at these young dancers.
Thanks to Kristi Markarian as director and Ani Gigarjian who
designed and made the costumes.

For the second year the committee mailed
requests for donations to help defray increasing
costs and once again our community responded
with $3000.00 in contributions to date.

No event in the past 50 years could have achieved
success without those of the founding generation

of Soorp Asdvadzadzin Armenian Apostolic Church on whom we still rely to work beyond what can be
reasonably expected of them. There is no measure of thanks that can adequately state the gratitude to

continued on next page
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those who are rightfully referred to as the GGrreeaatteesstt  GGeenneerraattiioonn. It is the hope of this committee that
all of you take great satisfaction in knowing that we are not ready for the torch to be passed, but are
ready to help keep the flame burning.

On behalf of Der Aram and the Board of Trustees we express our thanks and congratulations.

Respectfully,

2006 Picnic Committee
Joanne Khoury
Peter Bedigian
Richard Kazarian
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Siroun  Dance  Group
Who could have imagined the great reception
the Siroun Dancers received at their debut
performance on July 30th!!  After many long
months of practice, the girls performed for the
first time, in front of the congregation.  What
a wonderful audience!  Not only did the
crowd cheer and clap, but they supported the
dance group by visiting the bake sale put on
by the parents of the dancers.  We are so grate-
ful for the Church’s support!

The girls dazzled the crowd with their “flower
dance”, hale’, tamzara and more.  When the
performance was over and each dancer took
her bow, there wasn’t a dry eye in the place.  

It was so wonderful to see the young children
get such a warm reception from the Church
members and all the many friends who came
that day.  

The girls also danced for a much LARGER
crowd at the picnic on August 20th.  We are
so proud of them for performing in front of
such a large audience with such confidence.
Once again, a HUGE round of applause (and
even some money!) couldn’t stop the smiles on
their faces.  

We thank you so much for your continued
support and hope that you look forward to
more performances by our own SIROUN
DANCERS!!

Above: The girls dance during their debut per-
formance.  Below: The group’s youngest
dancers, Aznive and Meline, during the Tamzara.



Siroun Dance GroupDirector: Kristi Markarian

Members: Nairi Bekiarian
Anoush Gigarjian
Michelle Calangelo
Taline Megerdichian
Allie Calangelo
Molly DerKosrofian
Jackie Shenian
Mary DerKosrofian
Ashley Bedrosian
Aznive Gigarjian
Meline Markarian

Missing: Angela Bedigian
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Right: The girls dance during this year’s
picnic.  
Above: Nairi and Anoush during the
Tamzara.

Serpazan poses with the Siroun
Dancers at this year’s picnic.
Missing is Nairi Bekiarian and
Angela Bedigian.



The Ladies Guild met in May and June, the last two meetings before their summer break. Meetings will
resume on Monday, September 11 at 6:00 pm with a potluck supper in the church hall. All women of the
church are invited to attend, and may join the Guild if interested. 

In addition to our usual business discussions, our May meeting featured a presentation and fashion show of
hats, gloves and scarves modeled by Margo Bik of Blackstone, MA. Margo is the sister-in-law of Guild member
Armen Bagdasarian. Secretary Martha Garabedian wrote a vivid description of the event, which she read at the
June meeting, receiving a round of delighted applause: "Margo prepared for us one of the most fascinating dis-
plays of hats which she donned one by one with accompanying shawls and gloves, doing justice with her mod-
eling talent, to the pleasure and awe of the ladies present. Each hat,
most with wide brims and decorated by professional hands with ele-
gant silk flowers, feathers, ostrich feathers, French lace and ribbons,
etc., had an interesting story which Margo cited with such enthusi-
asm, proving her love and enjoyment of her unusual hobby, and giv-
ing us a program which we will not forget easily." 

At our June meeting, plans for the upcoming June 15 Whitinsville
Community Center Picnic in the Park choreg, losh kebab and baked
goods sale were finalized under the direction of Dona Nashawady.
This year's fundraiser was once again a huge financial success for our
Guild, due to the efforts put in by Dona and her crew in baking and
preparing all the food, lugging all the equipment to the Community
Center, and manning the table all day. This event also gives us an
opportunity to share our heritage with the larger town community.

Also at the June meeting, a nominating committee presented a
slate of new board officers for the Guild, as the term of two years for
the current board had expired. Outgoing board members include:
President Carol Tosoonian, Vice President Margo Montecalvo,
Treasurer Nancy Gigarjian, Secretary Martha Garabedian,
Corresponding Secretary Armen Bagdasarian and Advisors Mary
Arakelian and Alice Sagherian. Thank you ladies for your many years
of service. The slate for new officers was approved and includes: President Carol Bedrosian, Vice President
Joanne Khoury, Treasurer Claire Malkasian, Secretary Joy Callan, Corresponding Secretary Armen Bagdasarian
and Advisors Alice Sagherian and Nay Avakian. After this business portion of the meeting was over, our guest
speaker for the evening - Dr. John Baker - began his presentation on sharing his stories of over 30 years of mis-
sionary work around the world as a physician, with his wife Marilyn and their children. Dr. Baker entertained
our many questions in the question and answer session at the end of his talk. 

To prepare for the upcoming year of meetings beginning in September, the new and old board officers met
during the summer to exchange ideas and information. Please join us on September 11…we look forward to a
new year of plans and projects to support and serve our church and the wellbeing of our Guild members.
Contact Carol Bedrosian at 508-278-9178 or spiritpub@aol.com for information. 
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LLaaddiieess  GGuuiilldd  GGaarrddeenn
For those of you who have a
green thumb, this fall we will
be planting some bulbs and
perennials at the front of the
church in order to establish a
“Ladies Guild Flower Garden”.  

Anyone who would like to lend
a hand with the planting,
please contact Ani Gigarjian at
508-650-3453, or via email at
gigarjian@comcast.net.  
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Camp Haiastan

SSuummmmeerr  MMaaggiicc  aatt  CCaammpp  HHaaiiaassttaann
Camp Haiastan has been a busy place!  Not only have kids from all over the country made Camp a part of
their summer, but this year, several COUNTRIES were represented as well!  Can you imagine that people in
France and Spain are thinking about Camp Haiastan in Franklin, Massachusetts!  

This year, Whitinsville was proud to have so many children and adults participate in the “Camp Haiastan
Experience”.  All in all, between the day camp, the overnight camp, and adult volunteers, Whitinsville brought
over 20 people to camp.

Day Campers: Anoush Gigarjian, Aznive Gigarjian, Meline Markarian and Charles Whittlesey.
Overnight Campers: Tommy Bedrosian, Ashley Bedrosian, Jill Shenian, Jackie Shenian, Anthony Amorello, 

Aleck Nashawaty, and Bryan DerKosrofian.
Counselors: Nelly Daloozyan, Alison Amorello, Katherine Amorello, Aram Antranigian and 

Armenag Antranigian.
Director: Roy Callan
Camp Liason: Claudia Antranigian
Instructors: Alan Goshgarian, Kristi Markarian
Volunteers: Joy Callan, Ani Gigarjian, Jimmy Altoonian

Nelly at Day Camp with the
Whitinsville kids!!  Missing from
photo is William Whittlesey.

Kristi Markarian teaches the campers how to
Armenian dance around the cabin circle during
her weekly dance lessons at the camp.
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Sunday School

By now, who hasn’t heard about Nelly Daloozyan, the Sunday School’s Orphan from Armenia?  As
most of you know, Nelly arrived here from Armenia, just in time for the last day of Sunday School.
What a surprise to see her actually walk in the door!  Most people have only seen her picture and read
her letters.  You can imagine the reaction in the church....not a dry eye in the place.  The summer has
gone by quickly, and Nelly is now on her way back to Armenia.  Enjoy these photos of Nelly through-
out her stay, and be sure to read her “speech” from her first day at Soorp Asdvadzadzin.  

NNeellllyy’’ss  SSppeeeecchh
Good morning everyone. I bring you greetings from
Armenia and from my family. I thank you for welcom-
ing me into your church here in Whitinsville. In
Gumrie, I go to church every Sunday. The name of my
church is also Soorp Asdvadzadzin. 

I am very excited to be here in America. I look forward
to seeing many sights and learning many things. I
already know some of you, because you visited me in
Armenia. Now I look forward to getting to know many
more of you this summer.

I want to thank Mr. Jeffery Kalousdian, Mr. Jim
Altoonian, Mr. Joe Montecalvo and Mr. Roy Callan for
helping to plan my visit to America. I really appreciate
your help. I want to thank all of you. I especially want
to thank the Sunday School children for caring about
me and my family. I thank you for understanding-
These are difficult times in Armenia. 

Once again, I am very happy to be here. When I think
of Soorp Asdvadzadzin Church of Whitinsville, I know
I have many friends. I am a very lucky person. Thank
you.

And finally, I want to thank Mr. Alan Goshgarian for
helping me with everything. Dear Alan, you are the
most brilliant man I have ever met. Thank you for
being such a kind man. 

Thank you.

Write to Nelly in Armenia!!

AIR MAIL

Ovsanna Neli Daloozyan
Gertzen Street No. 5
House No. 34
Gyoumri ARMENIA

Nelly on her first day.  She is with
Alan as they talk to the Sunday

School children.



NNeellllyy  UUppddaattee  ((ffrroomm  AAuugguusstt  1100tthh))
by Alan Goshgarian

Believe it or not, Nelly has only two more weeks in America. The summer is flying by, and
Nelly is having the experience of her life. After Nelly surprised us at church on June 4, her next two
weeks were busy and fun! With some of her Sunday School friends, Nelly enjoyed a whale watch; New
England Aquarium; Boston Museum of Science; Canobe Lake Park; Roger Williams Park Zoo; Cape
Cod; several shopping malls; miniature golf and more. As an observer, I am so pleased to see how our
entire church (especially the Sunday School) has shown love for Nelly. Nelly loves us and thinks of us
as her "family" while in America.

For the past seven weeks, Nelly has been a counselor at Camp Haiastan. Among her responsi-
bilities, she teaches advanced Armenian lessons during "Hye Time". Most of her students already speak
Armenian fluently. She teaches them about the earthquake, the Genocide, the war against Azerbaijan
and village life. Nelly is an expert on all these topics. Since Nelly's first visit to America is a "big
shock" to her (Nelly has never been away from home or family before), I can't think of a better place
for her to be than at camp. More than half the people (kids too) speak Armenian fluently. Everywhere
you look you see the Armenian flag. She sings Mer Hairenik during flag raising and says the Hayr Mer
before meals. She recently met Archbishop Oshagan. His Eminence described Nelly as "anoushig"
(sweet). 

When camp closes, Nelly's last few days in America will include our church picnic; a trip to
New York City; a visit to the beach and a going away party. 

Nelly greets the congregation after her
surprise arrival!

Nelly and friends, during her one of
MANY home visits during her stay.

Sunday School
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2007 marks the 50th Anniversary of the Consecration of our Church!

A committee has been formed to put together a celebration of this wonderful mile-
stone.  There are many events being planned, so we’ll need a lot of help.

If you are interested in helping out, there are numerous opportunities to lend a
helping hand.  If you’d like to be involved in a specific area (i.e. publicity, banquet,
adbook), contact David Papazian(508-234-3261), Joanne Khoury (508-234-
9530) or Alice Sagherian (502-234-4008).  Please be part of our celebration!

IT’S  TIME  TO  CELEBRATE!!IT’S  TIME  TO  CELEBRATE!!

50
tthh

For information or to volunteer, please see David Papazian, Alice Sagherian, or
Joanne Khoury, 50th Anniversary Committee Chairpersons.

SAVE
THE DATE!!!!

Our 50th Anniversary Dinner
Banquet will be on September 29, 2007!!

Pleasant Valley Country Club
Sutton, MA

Stay tuned for more details!!!
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Bazaar

Armenian Armenian Apostolic Church of Whitinsville’Apostolic Church of Whitinsville’s s 

AAnnnnuuaall   BBaazzaaaarr
Saturday December 2, 2006

At the Christian Reform Church
Cross Street, Whitinsville

11:30 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.

Come join us for a delicious Armenian Meal (shish kebab, losh kebab, chicken, pilaf, hot
dogs, salad and more!).  Try our fresh Armenian baked goods and homemade desserts.
Relax with friends, visit all of our gift and food tables, and get your Christmas shopping

done early this year!  Plenty of seating and free parking.  

Delicious Armenian Meals         Armenian Baked Goods 

Armenian Boutique            Crafts Table            Country Kitchen Table

Silent Auction            Kid's Korner        Dessert Table

and much more!!!

For more information or for directions, please call the church
office at 508-234-3677 or visit our website at www.armenianchurchofwhit.org

We are looking for volunteers to help at this year’s bazaar.  If you can donate your time,
or donate items to be sold, please contact the church office at 508-234-3677.  

Thank you.



Page 20

CHILDREN’S

A S U N D A Y O M T F R
L H Q K H E Y M A M A B
R I N D U N B P O P M O
A S D V A D Z A D Z I N
G H O N R I S T Z S L C
B K J U P G V I L A Y H
N E L L Y I O M P E A O
A B E S Y N L S O Y G R
I A K C B A D A R A K E
T B C H O L E A F L O G
S O J U M M C B S A E S
I D E R H A Y R O N L H
R O S C E S H A M C I T
H V U H P O O S T H R S
C P S A L O S H A I S P

Soorp Asdvadzadzin Armenian Apostolic Church Crossword Puzzle

Asdvadzadzin
Digin Almas

Der Hayr
Badarak

Pilaf
Shish Kebab

Bazaar
Church

Yalanchi
Nelly

Sunday
Jesus

Christian
Choreg
Family
Mahs
Losh

Kheyma



CORNER
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Sunday School Baking Session:
Kristi, Yeretzgin and Alan help the kids dur-
ing the recent picnic baking session at the
church.  Much of the  proceeds from the
bake sale go towards helping Nelly!

Above: A full pool at Alan’s Sunday
School Party

Right: Ani, Yeretzgin and Nelly
enjoy the water.
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Golf Tournament

Golf Tournament
August 8th, 2006

Blackstone National Golf Course

Once again, beautiful weather and great sportsmanship graced all 18 holes during the Church’s annual
golf tournament.  Run by David Papazian, over 90 golfers participated in what turned out to be an
excellent tournament.  After a great day on the course, everyone filed inside for a delicious dinner and
the ever-popular raffle and auction.  Thanks to the generosity of everyone who either contributed or
participated (or both), the golf tournament was once again, a great success.  

Enjoy the photos on these 2 pages, and be sure to visit out website for more Golf Tournament
Photographs. Our website is www.armenianchurchofwhit.org

Thank you all again for your support!  See you next year!
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Golf Tournament, cont

More ph
otos fr

om the go
lf

tourna
ment!!



To everyone celebrating a birthday or anniversary in September, October, November, and
December, we wish you a very special day. May you receive all you wish for on your special
day.

Digin Almas Boghosian celebrated her 99th birthday in July. Her family prepared a special
coffee hour to celebrate her big day with her church family. Happy 99th Birthday Digin
Almas!!!

The Northbridge Association of Churches food pantry donations are always needed. Non-
perishable food items, condiments and paper goods may be left in the basket located in the
downstairs hall or you can contact either Celeste Bedigian or Linda Faltaous to find out how
you can help.

Congratulations to Armenag Antranigian on his graduation from Nipmuc Regional High
School. Armenag is planning on attending Providence College in the fall. 

Congratulations also go out to Aram Antranigian as he graduates from our Sunday School
program. Both boys are the sons of Hagop and Claudia Antranigian, and the grandsons of
John and Araxie Kourkounian.

In the last issue of the Chalice, our Sunday School Director, Alan Goshgarian, promised a
“Special Presentation” on the last day of Sunday School and he didn’t disappoint. After
showing a slide show on our orphan, Nellie, Alan presented Nellie to us. What a great sur-
prise for our parishioners and Sunday School children to see Nellie standing at the back of
the church. Nellie was here to spend the summer visiting the United States and also was to
work at Camp Haiastan as a counselor.

A going away party was held for Nellie at Alan’s house on the 23rd of August. We will all
miss her smiling face and sweet personality. We wish her the very best in her continued
studies in Armenia. Nellie, come back and visit us again!! 

We were treated to a wonderful performance by the Siroun dancers at both the annual
banquet and also the annual picnic. These girls deserve a big round of applause. They are
directed by Kristi Markarian. The costumes that the girls wore were made by Ani Gigarjian.

I would like to take a moment to thank everyone who sent get well cards and gifts during
my recent illness. Thank you so much for thinking of me and may God bless all of you with
good health. 

Many Thanks, 
Debby Bedrosian

Potpourri
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Miscellaneous

Easter/Youghakin Donations
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Joseph & Lucy Almasian
Mr. & Mrs. James Altoonian
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Andonian
Jack & Nazely Avakian
John Arakelian
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Arakelian
Oscar Asadoorian
Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Bagdasarian
Serma Barsamian
Peter Bedigian
Peter & Celeste Bedigian & 

Family
Peter & Debby Bedrosian
Sylvia Bedrosian
Rose Belisli (in memory of George, 

Lucy, Michael, Sarah and 
Maurice Eghian

Mr. & Ms. John Berberian
Almas Boghosian
Barbara Shamshoian Chandler
Shirley Demagian
Mr. & Mrs. David DePasquale
Joe & Margaret Derderian
Diran & Susana Der Kosrofian
Levon & Jamie Der Kosrofian
Susan Der Sarkisian
Mary DiMarco
Madgy & Linda Faltaous
Greg Garabedian
Martha B. Garabedian

Chuck Gigarjian
George & Nancy Gigarjian
Robert Gigarjian
Bruce & Ani Gigarjian
Alan A. Goshgarian
Mr. & Mrs. Gerald Gonynor
Pauline E. Hagopian
Walter J. Hekimian
Katherine Iobst
Kachadoor & Gregory Kachigian
Mr. & Mrs. Sebouh Kalousdian
Mrs. Grace Kazarian
Harry Kazarian
Ms. Grace Kazarian
Rose Keach
George & Joanne Khoury
Mr. & Mrs. Ohanes Kourkounian
Kaloust & Sossi Mahdasian
Liberty H. Malcus
Mr. & Mrs. Enoch Malkasian
Annie Malkasian
Lillian Malkasian
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Mammola & 

Michela
Sadie Manoogian
Dr. & Mrs. Andre' Markarian
Vahan & Rosemary Martirosian
Elsie Menzigian
Archie Misakian
Joe & Margo Montecalvo

George Mooradian
Nancy Moscofian
Ardashes Nahabedian
Edward & Pauline Naroian
Verken Naroian
Dona Nashawaty
Ted & Vivian Nigro
Mrs. Alice N. Ovoian
Karnig & Diana Ovian
Nishan & Vicky Ovian
Pauline & Sandra Ovian
Mr &  Mrs. David Papazian
Simon Payaslian
Victoria Peroni
Sylvia Roche
Ann Samkiranian
Alice Sagherian
Veron & Mark Sagherian
Shoushan Stepanian
Roy & Mona Talanian
Elizabeth Telian
Mr. & Mrs. Alan Thibault
Irene Tiberian
Roxi Tiberian
Mr. & Mrs. George Torosian
Mr. & Mrs. Ted Torosian
Mariam Yaralyan
Tom & Margo Yaylaian
Will & Nicole Whittlesey

Total $4385.00

Card of Thanks:

My heartfelt thanks for all of the cards and kind expressions of sympathy extended to my family and me at
the very sad time of the death of my dear sister, Rose Almasian.  

-Sue Bedrosian

CChhaalliiccee  DDoonnaattiioonnss::
Violet Proodian $50
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Ovian, Cape $25
Sarkis & Anne Kachigian, NJ $25
Mrs. Aza Misakian $25

Margaret Shenian $25
Agnes Egsegian, NC $25
Wendy Garabedian $25
Ted & Vivian Nigro $20



Obituaries
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“Come to me, all you who are weary
and burdened, and I will give you rest.”

Matthew 11:28

Obituaries

Our condolences to the families of the deceased.

Rose (Malkasian) Almasian, entered eternal rest on June 22, 2006 in Messina, NY,  Our sympathies to
her husband, Anthony Almasian, her sons Bryan Almasian and Jeffrey and his wife Roseanne Almasian,
his daughter Laura and her husband Steve Marlow.

Memorial Donations in memory of Rose Almasian

Memorial Donations

Sue Bedrosian & family
Roxie & Irene Tiberian
Agnes Tebeau
Susan Der Sarkisian
Sara Barsamian

Joe & Margo Montecalvo
Richard & Margaret Garibian
Martha Garabedian
Sandra Ovian

In Lieu of Flowers Donation made in memory of Harry Mardigian

Additional Donations in memory of Grace Ahmadjian

Additional Donations in memory of Edward Ovian

Almas Boghosian
Martha Garabedian

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Montecalvo

Aram & June Darmanian Mr. & Mrs. B.J. Hovhanessian

Total 265.00

Total 60.00

Grand Total 1430.00

George Mooradian
Martha Garabedian
Harry & Carol Simonian

Elizabeth Telian
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Ovian

Grand Total 2005.00

The above donations are greatly acknowledged and appreciated.
-Der Hayr and the Board of Trustees



Anniversary Donations
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Anna Elizabeth Hoard, born July 18, 2006.  Congratulations to her parents Jamie Hoard and
Brian Lehtola.  Grandparents are Joanne and George Khoury.

Births

The Chalice is being sent to you free of charge; any contribution to cover the cost of
printing and postage will be greatly appreciated. You will be acknowledged, unless
requested otherwise, in the next issue of The Chalice.  For your convenience, we have
enclosed a self-addressed envelope.  Please call Alice Sagherian at 508-234-3677 with
any questions.  Thank you.

If you would like to donate flowers for the altar, perhaps in memory of a loved one,
please contact Alice Sagherian for information.  Additionally, if you would like to host
a fellowship hour, please contact Yeretsgin Margaret for available dates.  Thank you.

Jim & Priscilla Altoonian
Mr. & Mrs. Amorello
Malcus, Baldwin, Hagopian

Joe & Margo Montecalvo
Peter & Celeste Bedigian
Roy & Joy Callan
Ani & Bruce Gigarjian
Joanne & George Khoury
Mr. & Mrs. Ohannes
Kourkounian
Ann Samkiranian
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Jundanian

Mr. & Mrs. Jack Avakian

Alice Sagherian
Mr. & Mrs. Hagop Antranigian
Paul & Dot Arakelian
Peter Bedigian
Peter & Debbie Bedrosian
Sue Bedrosian
Martha Garabedian
George & Nancy Gigarjian
Mrs. Grace Kazarian
Elsie Menzigian
David & Jeannie Papazian
Margaret Shenian
Roxi Tiberian
Mr. & Mrs. Ted Torosian
Carol Tosoonian
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Andonian

Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Bagdasarian
Sylvia Bedrosian
Margaret Hougasian

Butch Simonian
Anonymous
Anonymous

Der Hayr and the Board of Trustees gratefully
acknowledge the above contributions.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

September 2006
September 17 - First Day of Sunday School
September 24 - Back to School Party
**Apple Picking Date still to be determined

October 2006
October 1 - Teacher Dedication Service immediately following Badarak

December 2006
December 2 - Annual Church Bazaar, Pleasant Street Reform Church

**Save  the  Date  -  September  29,  2007!    50th  Anniversary
Banquet  at  Pleasant  Valley  Country  Club,  Sutton,  MA**


