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24 April is the day that Armenians all
over the world commemorate the Genocide and demand that their stolen rights
be restored. The 24th of April is the day
to honor the life and legacy of the oneand-a-half million martyrs. The goal of
the Genocide was to annihilate the entire
nation; but Armenians both at home and in the diaspora have risen from the ashes of those horrors. Today Armenia is a member
of the community of nations and Armenians throughout the world
have made important contributions to humankind’s progress and
civilization even as they have maintained their distinctive identity
against overwhelming odds. As Matthew wrote, “fear not them
which kill the body, but are not able to kill the soul” (Matthew
10:28). We have suffered, but we have not lost our soul.
As Turkey continues to rewrite its history of the politics of denial,
the truth of the Genocide has been affirmed by governments and
scholars and people of goodwill throughout the world. Even courageous intellectuals and leaders of civil society in Turkey have
recognized this tragic chapter in history. I want to thank all those
that have stood for truth and justice, those that have recognized
the Genocide despite political challenges posed by those that still
deny the crimes of the past. As I stand in front of the Martyr’s
Chapel where the remains of some of our martyrs are buried, I
call upon Turkey to take responsibility for the crimes against humanity committed by its predecessors. Turkey is today a member
of the community of nations. It has ratified human rights treaties,
and pledged allegiance to the United Nations Charter and international law. It must uphold these fundamental principles and end
its policy of hatred and deception that even to this day portrays
Armenians as perpetrators rather than victims. Turkey must recognize that there once was a nation in those lands that is no longer
there; a nation that was destroyed through extreme violence. It is
a testament to the resilience of the human spirit that despite the
efforts of those that killed and destroyed and denied the past, the
imprint of the Armenian nation has not been erased. The remnants of the Armenians includes a small community, but also
many hidden Armenians who out of fear had to conceal their
identity, but who today long to be reconnected to the nation to
which they belong. And it includes the many Spiritual and cultural treasures that were torn away from us: thousands of churches,
monasteries and properties attached to the Church and the nation.
Beyond recognition, we demand reparation, a return of this spiritual and cultural heritage, so that we can reclaim what is ours,
and bring back to life our presence on these ancient lands.
At the time of the Genocide, the Catholicosate of Cilicia was by
the side of its people and witnessed with them the Ottoman atrocities. Since then, through the strong faith and commitment of the
Catholicoi and the determination of the survivors, the Armenian
nation has risen again, and, today, the Catholicosate of Cilicia is
playing a pivotal role in demanding justice, recognition, and reparations. The bond between the Church and the people will never
break. Our spiritual and cultural identity, our soul, will never be
extinguished. Let us listen to the voice of our martyrs telling us:
Remain strong in your faith,
Remain strong in your Armenian identity,
Remain determined in Armenian unity,
Remain committed to your struggle for justice and human rights.
~Holy See of Cilicia

changes at any time without notice.
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CHRIST—

“Why do you look for the living
among the dead?” (Luke 24:5)

OUR LIFE AND RESURRECTION
For the One who lives forever, on the morning of the Resurrection of our Savior and God Jesus Christ, it was His
own messenger who testifies and confirms that the One believed to be dead is alive—eternally alive—and should not be
sought amongst the dead. On that miraculous morning He who lives forever opened the road to eternity for humanity,
especially for all those who with true faith, self-denial, and good deeds become servants of Christ—the One who is
always the same—yesterday, and today, and forever. (Hebrews 13:8)

The anchor of our Christian faith is Christ’s Resurrection. Christ’s entire mission for the salvation of humanity beginning with His Incarnation to His crucifixion and death, receives meaning and becomes a message with His Resurrection. Without this, the foundation of our Christian belief collapses. In the words of Paul the Apostle, “Our preaching is in
vain.” (1 Cor. 15:14)
We, the Armenian people, were among the first to recognize and accept Christ’s preaching and salvific sacrifice, and
to replicate ourselves and our lives akin to Christ. By the example of Christ’s resurrected life, we modeled our lives and
our nation’s immortality on the example of Christ’s resurrected life. For us “living is Christ” (Phil. 1:21), and sacrifice,
death, and martyrdom for Him is gaining that life. The hope of survival mixed with the immovable Christian faith
inspired us to seek ways that along with our individual salvation, would secure our nation’s survival and immortality.
We gained that life by sacrifice, death, and martyrdom for Him. With Christian values we gave meaning to our struggle
knowing very well that Christ’s Resurrection was to be our life’s eternal shining light that cannot be buried. The
cemetery plainly became a pause before we continued our journey toward a resurrected life. Otherwise how can we
explain and understand martyrdom? A person’s total dedication to Christ’s faith and truth is much more than the sum
total of days and years that transcends the wisdom of humanity. For those who doubt the faith of eternity, perhaps even
consider it to be absurd, think that Christ’s cross and resurrection are foolishness (1 Cor. 2:20-25). But for those of us
who are believers, this is God’s power and wisdom that tramples death, and with a nation’s martyrdom we celebrate
eternal life. Christ’s cross did not come down our shoulders. We were crucified… crucified…crucified many times, but
like Christ we were resurrected, because our wisdom was not temporal wisdom, but rather the wisdom of our Christian
faith that does not allow seeking the living amongst the dead.
The best testimony of this in the life of our nation is two dates: 1915 and 1918. The first was crucifixion; the second
was resurrection. The catastrophe of the Genocide was so harsh and menacing that together with the loss of our ancestral
land and historic Armenia, many believed that this was the end of our physical existence. However, after crucifixion the
faith and hope of resurrection was forged on our will “to be” when on a bright May morning of a “rose-colored dawn”
we were the witnesses of the resurrection of our nation for the pages of Armenian history. The Armenian people
resolutely proclaimed, Why do you look for the living among the dead?
On the occasion of the 100th anniversary of the resurrection and victory of May, when we contemplate our resurrection from the ashes, and the establishment of new life on our will, without doubt we see that the progress, strengthening,
and safety of our Fatherland must become the concern of every Armenian. Any kind of passivity is unforgiveable. The
Fatherland is sacred soil and history. Building independence entails struggle and martyrdom. Maintaining independence
entails total sacrifice, not just as an emotion, but with perfect dedication and participation.
“We lived not to die, but rather we knew death in order to live,” as His Holiness Catholicos Khoren I, of blessed
memory, would often repeat with deep conviction.
On the occasion of the Resurrection of our Savior, let us again vivify our faith, keep our Christian image pure, and
inspired and girded by independent Armenia together continue our struggle to fulfill our uncompleted vision.
A blessed Holy Resurrection. Christ is risen from the dead.
Congratulations on the 100th anniversary of the first Republic of Armenia.

ARCHBISHOP OSHAGAN
Prelate, Eastern Prelacy of the Armenian Apostolic Church of America
Easter 2018
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PASTOR’S MESSAGE
Jesus was crucified, and His body laid in a tomb. His
followers were disheartened because He did not create a
kingdom on earth for them.
On that first Easter Sunday, early in the morning, the
women went to put sweet-smelling spices on His body.
They were worried because they didn’t know how they
would roll the stone at the tomb. When they arrived, it
was already moved. Jesus wasn’t there. He had risen
from the dead.
Jesus wasn’t simply a man who led a good life and died.
No, He rose from the dead because death could not hold
Him, and guess what? Death cannot hold His followers.
God conquered death and gave us hope.
Why? Because He loves us!
How much? Enough to stretch out His arms to be nailed
to the cross, but that’s not all.
Paul writes in Ephesians 3, “I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, may have power, together
with all the Lord’s holy people, to grasp how wide and
long and high and deep is the love of Christ.”

Do we know how wide and long and high and deep His
love is for us? Jesus offering of Himself on our behalf
is the measure of His love for us. Width, Length, Height
and Depth.
First, let’s look at the width. How wide is God’s love?
God’s love is wide enough to include EVERYBODY
Psalm 145:17 "The Lord is loving toward all He has
made." All -- everybody. John 3:16 "God so loved the
world." -- Everybody means every single human being.
Jesus loved the unlovable and that's what got him in
trouble with the religious fanatics. Everybody we meet
throughout the week, the person who cut you off in traffic, the co-worker who aggravates you, a family member
you try and avoid -- God loves them. And He loves
them unconditionally. God never made a person that He
didn't love.
Next, how long is God’s love? God’s love is long
enough to last forever.
Jeremiah 31:3 "I have loved you with an everlasting
love." Psalm 89:2 "God's love will last for all time."
That is so different from our kind of love.
Human love wears out. Gods’ love does not.

Third, Height; God’s love is high enough to be everywhere.

Romans 8:39 "Neither height not depth, nor anything else
in all creation will be able to separate us from the love of
God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord." There is no place
that you can go where God's love isn't. You'll never be
separated from God's love.
Nothing, no circumstance, no situation can separate you
because God's love is everywhere. Only you can separate
yourself from God.
The fourth and final measurement of God’s love is depth.
How deep is your love, Lord?
God’s love is deep enough to meet all our needs.
Psalm 40:11 "My only hope is your love for my problems
are too big for me to solve and are piled over my head."
No matter what problem you have, His love is deeper than
that problem. Whether it’s hopelessness, deep trouble,
under deep stress, deep problems, emotional problems,
physical
problems,
financial
problems.
God's love is deeper.
Deuteronomy 33:27 "The eternal God is your refuge and
underneath you are His everlasting arms."
Looking at these four phrases --- "know the height, the
depth, the length and the width of God's love" -- we have
the four dimensions of the cross. Height, depth, width,
length. We can't really talk about the love of God without
talking about the cross because the ultimate demonstration
of love is when someone gives their life for you. "Greater
love hath no man than this, that he lay down his life for his
friends."
The Bible says in Romans 5:8 “But God demonstrates his
own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ
died for us.” Jesus died for you and for me. That is the ultimate demonstration of love.
Because of love, Jesus left his throne and became man.
Because of love, He received the abuse of the teachers of
the law, the crowds, and the soldiers. Because of love, He
suffered and died to be the perfect sacrifice, standing in our
place before the Father.
Where Jesus could have carried hate and resentment in His
heart, He chose love, sympathy and compassion especially
for those who were killing Him.
Jesus suffered so that we will never have to experience
separation from the love of God.
Don’t allow things of this world to separate your from God!

Fr. Mikael Der Kosrofian, Pastor
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Board of Trustees Update
Greetings, the pages of the calendar have quickly flashed by, as we welcome Summer 2018. The annual
election for trustees resulted in the addition of a new member to the board; we welcome Daniel Merian.
With the addition of the new incoming member of the board, we had to say good-bye to our treasurer, David
DePasquale, who will be missed. Thank you David for your dedication and service to the church.
Now that the cold months are behind us, we’re all looking forward to our upcoming golf tournament, the 7th
Annual Dave Papazian Golf Tournament, which will be held on July 30th, followed by our annual picnic on
August 19th (See the full color flyer in this issue).
You might have noticed that we now have a new shed tucked away in the corner of the parking lot. The
board decided to purchase the shed to house all the equipment that is used to take care of the upkeep of the
church property. This will now give the Ladies Guild more “clean” storage space in the garage and easy
access to the refrigeration equipment. Just in time to help prepare for the bazaar.
The board has also been working on a special project over the past few months to replace the heavy folding
tables downstairs in the church hall. Special thanks to Peter Bedigian, Joanne Khoury and Bob Gigarjian for
time spent searching for replacement tables and for the design of a new layout to maximize the floor space.
Now we have extremely light tables with a new layout that can accommodate the Sunday school and large
church events with no more heavy lifting. God bless!
On November 19, 2017 we celebrated the 60th anniversary of our beloved Soorp Asdvadzadzin Church.
H.E. Archbishop Oshagan Choloyan celebrated the Divine Liturgy on that day, ordained Charles Whittlesey,
Bryan Der Kosrofian and Vahan Der Kosrofian to the rank of Acolyte during the service and delivered the
sermon. At the conclusion of the Badarak, His Eminence blessed and consecrated painting of our Lord Jesus
Christ, the 12 Apostles and the Last Supper, which are all beautifully displayed in the sanctuary. These
painting were made possible by the generous donations of our parishioners and friends.
His Eminence presided over the celebratory banquet which was held that afternoon at the Highfields Golf
and Country Club in Grafton, MA. Hagop Antranigian served as the Master of ceremonies, entertainment
was provided by the a Capella trio, Zulal. Prelacy Certificate of Merit awards were presented to Joseph and
Margo Montecalvo, Nancy Moscofian and Joanne Khoury for their dedication, service and commitment to
Soorp Asdvadzadzin Church. Everyone received a miniature Katchkar (stone cross) which were generously
donated by Jim and Priscilla Altoonian. Der Mikael addressed the gathering stressing the fact that "the community has to seize the opportunities that God presents and to work hard and love even harder in order for
the church to thrive because we can't be for each other if we're not with each other". Following his remarks
Der Hayr along with the Board of Trustees presented Oshagan Srpazan with gifts from the Soorp Asdvadzadzin Community as a thank you for his service to God, the Armenian Church and nation.
The celebration concluded with remarks offered by Archbishop Oshagan, who congratulated the Soorp
Asdvadzadzin Church community on its 60th anniversary and prayed for the continued success and prosperity of the parish, stressing the fact that the "Soorp Asdvadzadzin Church community should strive to follow
the Biblical values of the family that our parents had 60 years ago."
I’m happy to say that the board is fortunate and blessed to have committee members and parishioners who
give their time to help organize and run successful events like the banquet. Thank you to Joanne Khoury and
the banquet committee and to the golf, picnic and bazaar committee’s also. It is their hard work and love for
the church that makes these events so successful and a fun time as well. The board thanks all of you for your
dedication to the church.
Sincerely,
Bill DiLuca - Chairman, Board of Trustees
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NATIONAL REPRESENTATIVE ASSEMBLY DELEGATES ELECT
BISHOP ANOUSHAVAN TANIELIAN PRELATE OF EASTERN PRELACY
NEW YORK, NY—His Grace Bishop Anoushavan Tanielian was elected to serve as the new prelate of the Eastern Prelacy of the
Armenian Apostolic Church of America on Saturday, September 8, at a special session of the Prelacy’s National Representative
Assembly that convened at St. Illuminator’s Cathedral in New York City with 62 duly elected delegates in attendance. The only
agenda item was the election of a new prelate to succeed Archbishop Oshagan Choloyan who is retiring after 20 years of distinguished service as Prelate.
Bishop Anoushavan was elected on the first ballot from a slate of three candidates submitted by His Holiness Aram I, Catholicos of
the Holy See of the Great House of Cilicia. Archbishop Oshagan addressed the delegates after the vote. He congratulated Bishop
Anoushavan and officially introduced him. The newly elected prelate humbly addressed the delegates expressing his thanks and
asking for prayers. The results of the election were immediately communicated to His Holiness Aram I, and a letter dated September 11, 2018 was received from His Holiness ratifying the election.
Bishop Anoushavan Tanielian was born in Beirut, Lebanon, in 1951. He graduated from the Armenian Theological Seminary in
Antelias, Lebanon, in 1971, and was ordained as a priest in 1972. He continued his higher education and received degrees from the
Near East School of Theology (MDiv 1983), Princeton Theological Seminary (ThM 1985), and Columbia University (MPhil 1992,
and later PhD in 2003). He was consecrated a bishop on June 4, 2006, by His Holiness Aram I, Catholicos of the Great House of
Cilicia.
Over the last four decades Bishop Anoushavan has served the Armenian Church in various capacities, including in Lebanon (19721984) as librarian and instructor at the Theological Seminary of the Holy See of Cilicia, the "Hamazkayin" Armenological Institute,
Mardigian and Garmirian schools); spiritual counselor to the Armenian Church University Students Association (ACUSA), and as
a social worker representing the Catholicosate at the Armenian Charity Organizations Union during the civil war. In the United
States (1984 to present) he has served as preacher at St. Gregory the Illuminator Church in Philadelphia and at Sts. Vartanantz
Church in New Jersey; as pastor of St. Sarkis Church in New York, and Vicar General of the Eastern Prelacy and Ecumenical Officer in the United States for the Catholicosate. He was the founding director of the St. Gregory of Datev Summer Institute (19872011) and continues to serve as an instructor. He has lectured at the Prelacy’s Siamanto Institute and the Hovnanian School in New
Jersey.
As a youth representative, he participated in Middle East Council of Churches (MECC) conferences, World Council of Churches
(WCC) Faith and Order Commission conference in Bangalore, India (1978), the World Council of Church’s 6th General Assembly
in Vancouver, Canada (1983), as well as the 10th General Assembly in Bosan, South Korea (2013).
Bishop Anoushavan is the author of several translations of Armenian Church Fathers’ oeuvres from classical Armenian into modern
Armenian and the editor of the translation into Armenian of Kahlil Gibran’s The Prophet. His monumental work is the Catalogue of
the Manuscripts of the Armenian Catholicosate of Cilicia (1984). In December 2007 his doctoral dissertation was published, introducing the life and work of the 12th century Armenian theologian and author, Archbishop Nerses Lambronatzi’s Commentary on
the Wisdom of Solomon.
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Hrashapar Service Welcomes New Prelate of Eastern Prelacy
NEW YORK, NY—A Hrashapar Service of thanksgiving took place on Saturday, September 22, at St.
Illuminator’s Cathedral in New York City in honor of His Grace Bishop Anoushavan Tanielian on the occasion of his installation as Prelate of the Eastern Prelacy of the Armenian Apostolic Church of America. The
Cathedral was filled to capacity as the faithful from the tri-state and mid-atlantic areas came together to welcome the new prelate.
During the service the retiring Prelate, His Eminence Archbishop Oshagan Choloyan, passed the Prelate’s “staff of authority” to the recently elected Prelate, and on this occasion delivered his heartfelt message to
His Grace and to the assembled congregation.
After Archbishop Oshagan’s address, His Grace Bishop Anoushavan delivered his first message as
Prelate. The full messages given by both the former and current prelates are given below.
Archbishop Oshagan’s message:
Your Grace, my Srpazan Brother, Prelate of the Eastern Prelacy;

Clergy Brothers;
Beloved and Faithful people,
Two weeks ago, in this church, the election of a prelate took place and our delegates—your representatives—elected His Grace Bishop Anoushavan Tanielian. Today, as you see, he is here, and I want to express
two fundamental thoughts that came from that meeting.
The First: Srpazan has your confidence, and it is with that confidence that he is going to accomplish
his leadership duties with complete dedication and with faithfulness to our church canons. But, on the other
hand, you who certified and elected him also have the duty to faithfully assist and be a participant and not just
“be present.” In order for the Prelacy to advance, our clergy fathers, delegates, boards of trustees, and faithful
people have the duty to help the Prelate in his service in every way possible.
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Dear Srpazan,

This duty that our people entrusted to you is a responsible position. “Prelate” is not just a title. The
Prelate has the authority and duties of a leader and administrator and the mission to take the people to God.
When we were ordained as clergymen of the Armenian Church, from that moment to this day, our obligation and calling remain the same for all of us—to serve our church and by way of our church, our nation.
The obligation of a Prelate is multi-faceted—spiritual, religious, national, educational, social, and other similar heavy duties, that today are placed on your shoulders, so that we may be able to serve the people,
and in the words of our Lord Jesus Christ, may this service be “sweet and the burden light.”
On this occasion it gives me heartfelt joy to pass the “staff of authority” to you so that you also will
lead our people toward fresh pastures, and your apostolic mission will be God-pleasing and acceptable to our
people.

Congratulations, Srpazan Brother.
Bishop Anoushavan’s Message:
“Leader of life and bestower of mercy, O Christ our God”
Dear faithful parishioners and precious friends of the Eastern Prelacy:
I give thanks to almighty God, through whose divine plan, on Saturday, September 8, the special National
Representative Assembly (NRA) elected me as the 5th Prelate of the Armenian Apostolic Church of America
(Eastern Prelacy). Having served for the last 34 years of my life in the Eastern Prelacy as a preacher, pastor,
and Vicar, I am now invited with the heaviest burden to offer my modest contribution to the treasury of our
centuries old nation and church.
First, with deep filial respect, I would like to express my gratitude to His Holiness Aram I, the Catholicos of
the Great House of Cilicia, for the confidence he has shown towards me.
I direct my second expression of appreciation to my predecessor, His Eminence Archbishop Oshagan, whose
brotherly care I have enjoyed at the Seminary as an older brother, then as a fellow member of the Brotherhood, and later here in the United States as a colleague and his Vicar General.
My third expression of appreciation is directed to the members of the National Representative Assembly
(NRA), representing our parishes, who, undertaking a double sacrifice, fulfilled their sacred duty.
Also, I offer prayer and incense for the souls of Catholicoi Zareh and Khoren, of blessed memory, who took
the Prelacy under their paternal jurisdiction and organized it; likewise for the souls of the late Prelates—
Archbishop Hrant, Archbishop Karekin (later Catholicos) and Archbishop Mesrob, who served in this Prelacy,
in the words of the Apostle Paul, as “a workman who has no need to be ashamed.”
Beloved,
With respect to the election, allow me to share my convictions with you all. Two thousand years ago, the Armenian people elected their one and only Leader/Arachnort, God the Father, the creator of the universe, who
was fully revealed in and through His only begotten Son, our Lord Jesus the Christ, and who works in and
through the Holy Spirit, since the coming of the Holy Spirit (Pentecost) until the second coming (of Christ),
and in all eternity. As dedicated (Antsink Nviryal) followers of that Leader (Arachnort), the believers in the
Armenian reality, from all walks of life, from the least to the greatest, going “between fire and sword,” formed
and shaped Armenian life, Armenian history, whose heir is the present generation, who is also invited to live
with the same conscious responsibility and to transmit this glorious inheritance to the next generation.
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With this understanding, the NRA delegates, as in the past 60 years, today as well, renewed their commitment to Christ,
the Leader (Arachnort) of life and giver of mercy, electing me as overseer, just as the celebrant in the Divine Liturgy
(Soorp Badarak) prays for the Prelate, “Grant…long life to lead us in orthodox faith,” to be a steward in the vineyard of
the Lord.
Yes, dear believers, as in all aspects of life generally, any position, great or small, requires cognizance of responsibility
and total commitment in the spirit of meekness and humility, the same, and more, is true in spiritual life. Specially, in
the case of a spiritual overseer, it is expected, as much as possible, that he should always be renewed and renew, like
every heartbeat, live and share the successes and concerns of every single parish.
I am aware that the burden of any spiritual leader is heavy, but the burden of an Armenian clergyman is twice as heavy,
because it embraces different obligations, which are unique to the servants of the Armenian Church, starting with St.
Gregory the Illuminator, Mesrob Mashdots and Sahag Catholicos, and Ghevont Yerets to this day, and beyond. We believe following the message that comes from Christ, in that, “Give to the emperor the things that are the emperor’s, and
to God the things that are God’s,” with divine wisdom and led by love, we would do just distribution of irrigation of
water as laborers in the vineyard of the Lord, in anticipation of the best harvest, for the strengthening and the advancement of the Armenian Church and nation.
From this perspective, we assume the current position, always remaining a disciple of our Leader (our Arachnort), the
Lord Jesus Christ, and the wisdom of our Fathers, who lived by His Gospel, who had their decisive role in the spiritual,
political, charitable, and cultural life of the children of the Araratian land.
And today, after having commemorated the 100th anniversary of the Armenian Genocide as a nation and having canonized the martyrs, we celebrate the 100th anniversary of the Republic of Armenia throughout the year, as the best representation of the resurrection of the Armenian people. And as we fix our eyes towards a promising future, I am hopeful
that this new ministry which began with the “Hrashapar” service will become a God-pleasing link connecting the Prelacy’s past six decades of service to the future, for which I ask the support of all of you, as I conclude with the words of
the Seminary’s anthem:
1.

Heart to heart and hand to hand
The lifted cross our vow’s burden
Let us go forth, O Brothers;
Retreat is an act of dishonor;
Let us run with a vigilant spirit,
Toward our intended goal.

2.

Religion’s fire and love of nation
Twin desires intimate and familiar
Let them be an immaculate fire
Of inspiration for our souls;
The two in one inseparable,
A holy place in our hearts.

Yes, the Seminary’s anthem and the spirit of its words, taught by our clergy and lay educators, shaped our minds and
spirit and left their indelible mark in the formation of our personality and character,
— to work always heart to heart and hand to hand;
— to look always to the Holy Cross and to be renewed by the unnegotiable spirit of sacrifice and hope of resurrection
that emanates from it;
— to be inspired always by intransient values, as are the fire of religion and love of nation, and to combine the heavenly
blessing of religion to the worldly gift of nation, without separating them from each other, but also without confusing
the one with the other;
— and finally, to move always forward towards the goal without becoming weak.
With this vision, I humbly assume this new responsibility entrusted to me, reciting the words of the prayer, “Leader/
Arachnort of life and bestower of mercy, O Christ our God,” your chosen Armenian people who put their trust in you as
a nation, they were sacrificed on your table of sacrifice as a nation, keep and guard them, guiding them to all eternity.
Amen.
Bishop Anoushavan
Prelate
Armenian Apostolic Church of America (Eastern Prelacy)
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CLERGY CONFERENCE IN CANADA

Clergy from the three North American Prelacies (Eastern, Western, and Canadian) attended a biennial joint
clergy conference in Montreal in October of 2017. The theme of the conference primarily focused upon the
2017 theme of Renewal. The three Prelates, Archbishop Oshagan (Eastern U.S.), Archbishop Moushegh
(Western U.S.), and Archbishop Papken (Canada) presided over the conference that featured prayer
services, spiritual reflections, lectures, and discussions on issues of mutual concern.
Two exceptional lectures were presented by Rev. Fr. Nareg Terterian, pastor of St. Sarkis Church, Douglaston, New York, on “Pre- and Post- Marriage Counseling,” and Professor Karine Papazian-Zohrabian,
University of Montreal, on “Death and Bereavement.”
A special Divine Liturgy attended by hundreds of the faithful was celebrated by Bishop Anoushavan
Tanielian, Vicar of the Eastern Prelacy, on Tuesday evening. All of the clergy participated on the altar and
in the choir.
Wednesday evening a special “Evening of Gratitude” took place dedicated to Archbishop Oshagan’s 50th
anniversary of ordination. Oshagan Srpazan’s classmate, Archbishop Varoujan Hergelian, spoke about
Archbishop Oshagan’s years of service. The evening became a evening of many celebrations as it was also
Archbishop Varoujan’s 50th anniversary of ordination, as well the 20th anniversary of his Episcopal
Ordination. It was also the 20th anniversary of the Episcopal Ordinations of Archbishop Khajag Hagopian
and Archbishop Moushegh Mardirossian.
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H.E. Archbishop Oshagan's 50th Anniversary of Ordination

Archbishop Oshagan surrounded by clergy, following the inspiring Divine Liturgy at St. Illuminator’s Cathedral in New York City

The long-awaited day of celebration on the occasion of the 50th anniversary of the ordination of His Eminence Archbishop
Oshagan had arrived. It was a memorable day on many different levels, including the weather that fortunately did not deter
the enthusiastic attendance at either the early morning Liturgy or the afternoon sold-out banquet. Joining the celebration
were not only the clergy from the immediate area, but many from further communities. Members of Archbishop Oshagan’s
family—20-strong from various parts of the world—were on hand to be a part of a celebration that was filled with love and
gratitude. His Holiness Catholicos Aram I, issued an encyclical in the Prelate’s honor. (see opposite page).
Rev. Fr. Nareg Terterian, pastor of St. Sarkis Church in Douglaston, New York, was the keynote speaker at the October 29th
celebration. Der Nareg began his address by remembering that as a young seminarian he witnessed for the first time the
Episcopal ordination of a priest—the year was 1994 and the priest was Archbishop Oshagan. Der Hayr recounted many of
Archbishop Oshagan’s achievements.
“If you study all the projects you will see that Oshagan Srpazan is a leader who thinks long-term. He makes his investment
in what will eventually benefit the church for the infinite future…. The day to day tasks are important to keep our church
and our organizations running but sometimes they make us focus on the here and now and hinder us from planning for the
future. Oshagan Srpazan’s monumental works and his investment in the life of our church will greatly benefit the future
generations,” Der Nareg said.
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ARAM
SERVANT OF JESUS CHRIST AND WITH THE UNFATHOMABLE WILL OF GOD
AND THE ELECTION OF OUR NATION, HEAD OF BISHOPS AND
CATHOLICOS OF THE ARMENIANS OF THE GREAT HOUSE OF CILICIA
GRACE, LOVE AND PEACE FROM THE LORD AND PONTIFICAL GREETINGS
FROM US AND BLESSING FROM THE RIGHT HAND OF OUR FATHER,
SAINT GREGORY THE ILLUMINATOR
MESSAGE OF BLESSING AND APPRECIATION
TO OUR BELOVED AND TRUE SON OF THE
HOLY SEE OF THE GREAT HOUSE OF CILICIA
HIS EMINENCE ARCHBISHOP OSHAGAN CHOLOYAN
NEW YORK, UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
We joyfully learned through a letter from His Grace Bishop Anoushavan Tanielian, Vicar General of the
Eastern Prelacy of the Armenian Apostolic Church of America, that the 50th anniversary of your ordination
will be celebrated on October 29, 2017. With warm Christian love, pontifical blessing, and spiritual
joyfulness, we greet this important milestone in your spiritual life and service. Truly, during the past 50 years
by way of the Catholicosate of the Great House of Cilicia, you chose your life’s holy calling to serve God, our
church and people. You traveled on the difficult road of service with deep faith and exemplary dedication
with honorable faithfulness and complete love. We have known you well from the beginning of your
Seminary studies, to your monastic days, and later your many years of pursuing higher education in the
United States, and your leadership duties as Prelate in Kuwait, the United Arab Emirates, and the United
States. We are familiar with your mission and zealousness for ecumenical relationships, as well as the
working relationship between the two Pontifical Sees, and generally within the sphere of our Holy See’s life
and witness. We are also aware of the important role you devoted to the translation of the Bible into modern
Armenian. Truly, you performed on a high level all of the duties and responsibilities you assumed with hard
work and dedication, love and loyalty. Specifically the last two decades of your service in the United States
were years filled with many and varied challenges. Thereafter, through your profound vocation and labor you
overcame all kinds of challenges, and provided spiritual and national renewal and vigor to the Prelacy,
especially in the preparation and ordination of new and young pastors. The criteria for appreciation given to a
clergyman are service and faithfulness. These were not merely words for you, but rather they were the quality
of life and the guide in your field of service. Dear Srpazan, the rich legacy of your service brings meritorious
happiness not only to you, but also to our Brotherhood and our Holy See. At the same time it is a reminder to
our younger celibate clergy brothers, and generally to all the shepherds of our church, that the road of an
Armenian clergyman is self-sacrificing service and life’s supreme and sanctifying purpose is again, and
always, complete service. On this joyful occasion, we extend to you our high appreciation and warm love and
pray to Almighty God that the new era facing your life will be filled with new and plentiful deeds of service.
May you live forever in the Lord, be strengthened with the grace of the Holy Spirit, and be forever blessed by
us. Amen.
ARAM I
CATHOLICOS OF THE GREAT HOUSE OF CILICIA

Encyclical delivered at the Catholicosate in
Antelias, Lebanon, in the year of our Lord,
August 25, 2017, and the Armenian year of 1466.
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60th Anniversary Celebration
Soorp Asdvadzadzin Church celebrated its 60th anniversary on Sunday, Novembre 19th. His Eminence Archbishop
Oshagan, celebrated the Divine Liturgy, ordained Charles Whittlesey, Bryan Der Kosrofian and Vahan Der Kosrofian
to the rank of Acolyte during the service and delivered the sermon. At the conclusion of the Badarak, H.E. blessed and
consecrated a painting of our Lord Jesus Christ, paintings of the 12 Apostles and the Last Supper.
The anniversary celebration, presided over by Oshagan Srpazan, began at the Highfields Golf and Country
Club. Hagop Antranigian was the MC, and Bill DiLuca, chairman of the Board, welcomed everyone and delivered an
emotional message.
Sen. Ryan Fattman and Rep. David Muradian presented our church with certificates of proclamations commemorating
our 60th anniversary from the Senate, House of Representatives and Governor Charlie Baker.
Archbishop Oshagan presented the Prelacy Certificate of Merit awards to Mr. & Mrs. Joseph and Margo Montecalvo,
Miss. Nancy Moscofian and Mrs. Joanne Khoury for their dedicated service to the church. The celebration concluded
with remarks offered by Oshagan Srpazan, who congratulated the Soorp Asdvadzadzin Church community on its
anniversary and prayed for the continued success and prosperity of the parish, stressing the fact that the "Soorp
Asdvadzadzin Church community should strive to follow the Biblical values of the family that our parents had 60 years
ago."

The candidates prepare to approach the Holy
Altar where Archbishop Oshagan will ordain
them to the rank of Acolyte.

Top Right: The candidates kneeling before him, Oshagan
Srpazan begins the ordination service.

Right: H.E. congratulates Der Hayr, the newly ordained Acolytes,
their families and the community of Soorp Asvadzadzin.
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60th Anniversary Celebration

H.E. Archbishop Oshagan Choloyan blesses and consecrates
the painting of Christ with the Holy Muron.

H.E. giving the congregation a brief explanation about
each of the apostles as he consecrates the paintings.

Left/Above: H.E. concludes the service with the painting
of the Last Supper.
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60th Anniversary Celebration

Archbishop Oshagan and Der Hayr with the Board of Trustees (l to r) Jerry Gonynor, Jeffrey Kalousdian, Joanne Khoury,
Peter Bedigian, Bill DiLuca, Bob Gigarjian, David DePasquale, Marina Merian and Dr. Andre’ Markarian

Rep. Muradian & Sen. Fattman Presenting Citations from the Governor & Senate
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Rep. Muradian presents St. Asdvadazadzin
Church with Citation from the House

H.E. Archbishop Choloyan and Der Mikael with the recipients of the Prelacy
Certificate of Merit, Joanne Khoury, Joe & Margo Montecalvo & Nancy Moscofian

Joe and Margo’s emotional acceptance speech.

Yn. Susana w/Zulal

Master of Ceremonies
Hagop Antranigian

Jeffrey Kalousdian introduces the Montecalvo’s

Joanne’s words of gratitude
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Dr. Andre’ & Peter Introducing Nancy & Joanne

Soorp Asdvadzadzin Armenian Apostolic Church of Whitinsville Bazaar
Another year has come and gone and we have once again managed to have a successful
church bazaar. Many months ahead and many long days went in to preparing for this day
co-chaired by Kathy Gonynor and Marina Merian, and without our dedicated members and friends of the
church, events like this could never happen.
December 2, 2017 was the big day. As we have in the past, it was held at the Pleasant Street Christian
Reform Church hall in Whitinsville. Always a large, warm and inviting space to host our bazaar. Doors
opened at 10am and we started to sell dinners at 11:30am. The lines grew as people waited anxiously for
their shish, losh and of course, kheyma sandwich. (see Tribune article pg. ).
It’s not just our delicious food they come for though. There’s the silent auction that is always fun and
successful. The country store/marketplace where you can stock up on homemade string cheese, tourshi and
bastegh (and some special homemade dog treats!) and hand made crafts by Levon & Jamie Der Kosrofian.
Our own baked goods table where choreg is a must but you can also get yalanchi, lahmajoon, and other
Armenian treats. Not new but definitely much larger this year was our white elephant table. Donations of
slightly used and brand new items were received and the set up of this table was amazing. You may have
thought you were shopping at Macy’s! And lastly is our most popular post-office that is always a sell out
fairly fast. For only $5 you get to pick a number and then you are given the package with that number on it.
You never know what you are going to get…
A lot of hard work, trials and tribulations but so worth it. So many came together to volunteer their time and
expertise and this day could not happen without them. It is difficult to mention everyone by name but thank
you to everyone for their help, whether it be that day or the months and weeks ahead of time. The bakers, the
grillers, the food servers, the meat skewers, the kheyma makers, the delicious pilaf chef, those who took
charge of tables, set up and clean up, selling drinks and desserts…the list could go on for a while. You are all
appreciated and it’s always a fun time to come together for our church. Once again we will be co-chairing
the bazaar and will soon be approaching you to volunteer once again to make our annual bazaar another success.

Kathy Gonynor

L to R
1. The Gallant’s at the Potpourri
2. Ted & Peter strike a pose
3. Yeva at the Armenian gifts table
4. Jamie….ready for the bidders!
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Fabulous Food and Fun at the Armenian Church Bazaar
BY RAYANNE COOMBS TRIBUNE CORRESPONDENT
WHITINSVILLE – Hundreds turned out on Saturday, Dec. 4th, to sample the amazing array of food, and
take part in St. Asdvadzadzin Armenian Apostolic Church’s annual Armenian Church Bazaar. The Bazaar, a
tradition for more than 50 years, offered fresh Armenian baked goods, including breads and sweets; a buffet
of shish kabob, rice, and vegetables; a silent auction, a North Pole Post Office and children’s corner, a
country store, and a white elephant table. Preparations for the Bazaar begins as early as October. Rev. Fr.
Mikael Der Kosrofian, pastor at St. Asdvadzadzin Armenian Apostolic Church, explained, “The back bone
of our baked goods are the members of our Church Ladies Guild and their friends. There are a core group of
about 25 women who start baking in early October right through to the week of the Bazaar.” He went on to
say, “Many parishioners and friends of the church volunteer to lend a helping hand as well, especially the
day of the event. A group of men take care of the grilling, a group of women and men are in the kitchen preparing and cleaning, and then there is the food line as visitors are greeted with warm smiles and served with
choice of our delicious Shish, Chicken, or Losh Kebab and famous Armenian Pilav.” This year’s Bazaar was
held at the Pleasant Street Church in Whitinsville. Rev. Fr. Mikael Der Kosrofian explained, “Our bazaar
used to be held in our church hall, over the years the event has grown quite large and our hall could no longer accommodate the large crowd. The Pleasant Street Church hall is a gorgeous and centrally located venue.”
Der Kosrofian went on to say, “We recently celebrated our 60th anniversary, we’ve had our ups and downs,
we’ve lost members and gained new ones, clergy have come and gone but the Armenian church, by the grace
of God, is standing strong because of the commitment of her members. Mr. Doug Carr recently said that the
‘Armenian Church has been a blessing to our community for 60 years’, and we feel the same way, being a
part of this supportive community is truly a privilege and a blessing for the Armenian Church.”

ABOVE: Hot off the grill, Brian Lehtola and
Mark DerMugrditchian at the Armenian Church
Bazaar preparing Shish Kabob with ease.

A happy customer with members
Lisa Garabedian and Amy Garabedian
of the Ladies Guild
offering a table full of sweet treats to visitors.

Cousins Zabel Der Kosrofian, Vahan Der Kosrofian, Sosie Der Kosrofian,
and Perry Der Kosrofian keeping an eye on the cookie bar at the Armenian
Church Bazaar.

Rayanne Coombs photos
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Kristi, Lusine’, Marina, Barbara and Raffi……..
Cindy, Bill and Linda, all smiles and ready to serve!

A beautiful December day for everyone to fellowship
and support
St. Asdvadzadzin
Church, thank you
to All!

Priscilla, Lori, Anna
and Maya at the
famous North Pole
Post Office.
Soupy, Margaret, Donna, Claire and Peter all set to
handle the large crowd. The late Pauline Hagopian
checking her list.

Levon & Jamie at the Country Kitchen Table.

19

Ladies Guild News
The Ladies Guild has had a very busy year.
Our hard work helped to make a successful Lenten Bake sale possible. Many compliments were given for our delicious
food . Thank you very much for keeping our tradition going.
The Ladies Guild gathered for a dinner to honor Carol Bedrosian for her 10 years as Ladies Guild President. We enjoyed
a delicious dinner at Prezo's Restaurant in Milford. Carol was presented with some lovely hand painted ornaments and a
Swarovski pen. We are grateful for Carol's past and continued help.
Led by Suzanne Baghdasarian, the Ladies Guild once again, had a successful year with the Backpack and pajama drive.
With our Church donations, we were able to put together 50 backpacks and even more pajama’s that were donated to
Dept of Children and Family Services in Northbridge. Thank you to Sue, her granddaughters who helped, and to all who
donated to this project.

Last year, Yn. Susana proposed to the guild a mission to help our sisters in Armenia, specifically battered women.
A unanimous decision was made by the Ladies guild members that this would be a worthwhile mission for them to be
involved in. During the month of July, 10 pieces of luggage totaling 500 pounds filled with clothing, toiletries, and
baby items were delivered to the Women’s Center in Yerevan. The Women’s Center is an organization that exists to
help battered and abused women in Armenia.
The ladies started baking for the 2017 Bazaar in early October and continued right through to the week of the Bazaar.
A lot of hard work goes into preparing for the bazaar, thank you ladies!
Once again, current and future Ladies Guild members gathered on Saturday, January 13th, this year at the home of
Lori Porter for the Ladies Guild’s annual Christmas Party. A fun time was had by all.
In January, we hosted a luncheon followed by a Christmas Concert featuring the Greater Worcester Armenian Chorale.
This past May, a Spring Tea Party and Wedding Gown Fashion Show was held in the church hall, where once again the
ladies used the opportunity to lend a helping hand, 100% of the proceeds from this fundraiser were sent to the Women's
Support Center in Yerevan.
We look forward to continue to serve our church and community. We welcome all ladies of the church to join us, our
meetings are held the first Saturday of the month (except during the summer) at 9am in the church hall.
Sue Hebert
Ladies Guild President
Thank You to the Ladies Guild

I would like to extend my sincere thanks and gratitude to the Ladies Guild of our church. Immediately following my
very serious and unexpected brain surgery, they organized a “meal train” to prepare and deliver delicious homemade
meals to my family during my recovery.
Their love, care and concern went above and beyond and made a very difficult time a little easier for us. As Mother
Theresa said, “It’s not how much we give, but how much love we put into giving”.
Special thanks to: Alice Sagherian, Joanne Khoury, Der Hayr and Yn. Susana, Yn. Margaret, Priscilla Altoonian,
Lori Porter, Kathy Gonyor, Soupie Roche, Vicky Ovian, Joyce Torosian, Linda Faltaous and Jamie Lehtola.

Michella Brudner

20

Soorp Asdvadzadzin Community Provides Aid to Women’s Center in Yerevan
In 2016 we provided backpacks filled with school supplies to the children in the village of Chrahovid. In 2017 the community of
Soorp Asdvadzadzin with guidance of Yn. Susana, provided aid to our sisters in Armenia, specifically our sisters who were victims of domestic violence.
The idea was first presented to the Ladies Guild and the guild members knew this would be a worthwhile mission for them to be
involved with. News spread of our mission and we also received a generous gift from Sts. Vartanantz Church in Providence, RI.
During the month of July, a “packing party” was held in the church hall. Ten pieces of luggage totaling 500 pounds filled with
clothing, toiletries, and baby items were delivered to the Women’s Center in Yerevan. The Women’s Center is an organization
that exists to help battered and abused women in Armenia to start new and better lives.
A meeting was arranged with some of the women who receive aid from the center. Joanne Khoury, Jamie, Anna & Kori Lehtola,
Lusine’ Baghsarian, and Mary Ampagoomian were with us as we listened to the heart wrenching stories these women shared with
us . At the end of our meeting, gifts were distributed to the women and their children, tears of joy flowed from their eyes knowing
that there were people who cared for them., knowing that, as Yn. Susana said to the women, “You matter, don’t ever let anyone
tell you that you are nothing. We love you, God loves you even more and that’s why we are here.”
They hugged, they kissed, they cried and they smiled. A successful mission. We are thankful for all the support, encouragement
and generosity we have and continue to receive from the Soorp Asdvadzadzin and Sts. Vartanantz of Providence communities.
This past May, a Spring Tea Party and Wedding Gown Fashion Show was held in our church hall. The Ladies Guild used the
opportunity to once again help the Women’s Center, 100% of the proceeds from this fundraiser were sent to them.
The following is a letter from Ms. Maro Matosian , Director of the Women’s Center:

Dear Der Mikael and Yn. Susana,
I wanted to thank you properly for the huge and important donation you gave to our shelter.
You cannot imagine how many women and children you made happy with the donations from your church.
We are very grateful and once again we much appreciate not only the material goods but the awareness
you and your parish have for the plight of the victims of domestic violence.
Many Thanks,
Maro Matosian
Executive Director

Above: Group photo

Right: Packing & Unpacking w/Jamie, Vicky,
Dorothy, Yn. Susana, Anna and Yeva.
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Soorp Asdvadzadzin Community Provides Aid to Armenian Women’s Center

Top: Mary, Jeff & Jamie prepare the
clothing for packing.

Left: Yeva finishes packing, Hooray!

Vicky, Dorothy & Lucy working with smiles!

Bottom: Jamie and kids passing out gifts.

Anna makes a new friend.

left and above:
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The women tell their stories.

Dear Ladies Guild of The Armenian Church of Whitinsville,
During the first 6 months of this year the shelter housed 18 women and 14 children. In total 69 new women victims of DV
came to the WSC crisis center plus 30 ongoing beneficiaries seeking support. With each interview we also do risk assessment
evaluation based on which we offer shelter services to women and children, if they so desire. The women that arrived at our
shelter were suffering from physical and psychological abuse and needed extensive support and counseling from the staff.
For example, Mariam came to the shelter with her 3 year old child. We brought her from the hospital with both hands in a
cast. The entire staff had to work intensely to heal Mariam from both physical and psychological scars. As she could not use
both her hands, we had to dress, wash and feed her as well her 3 year old child.

Syuzi was another case, which was brought to us from a hospital with a broken skull and a broken arm. She came with 2
small children. As her husband left for Russia we were able to intervene with Syuzi’s brother, who accepted her in his house.
Our psychologist works intensely with these victims to build their self-esteem and self-confidence as well as heal from the
effects of trauma.
Anna K. came to our shelter with 4 daughters from Yerevan. After intensive work with a social worker and psychologist Anna was completely capable to overcome the effects of trauma and rehabilitate herself in society. As a result of our petition to
City Hall, Anna received a dormitory style apartment, rent free as a mother with many children. Through WSC intervention
she received a job and is continuing to work now. The social worker facilitated the enrollment of her children to school as
well as resolved her immediate healthcare issues. With the help of our lawyer, Anna won her court case and is now receiving
alimony.
Mariam S. from Vanadzor with her 1 year old child ran away from home after a violent episode and was found in the street.
At the shelter we immediately addressed the health needs of her and her child. After months of counseling Mariam regained
her emotional equilibrium and according to her wishes, was sent to vocational training to learn to become a hairdresser.
Through our collaboration with SOS Children’s Village, Mariam was accepted there, where she was given a dormitory and
employment. After a while she will be able to rent her own apartment.
Out of the 69 new beneficiaries, 46 do not live anymore in abusive relationships and for 13 we found employment. Our social
workers have diligently solved many of the administrative issues of these beneficiaries in order for them to be able to reintegrate in society. At the shelter the women and children received 3 meals a day plus a snack. The menu of the week was decided by the occupants of the shelter according to their and their children’s preferences, but also making sure that they received the necessary amount of calorie proteins and vitamins.
Each woman was responsible for cleaning of their room and through a rotation mechanism they were also cleaning common
areas. At the shelter children had an indoor playing area during the winter months as well as a backyard area during summer
months. Both women and children created new friendship and bonds and in a short period of time after their arrival at the
shelter their well-being improved dramatically. The WSC accepts and receives many donations of used and new cloths and
other household items that we distribute to our beneficiaries and often according to the need, we make sure that they leave
with clothes for their children for when they grow up.
As you can see your generous donation of $1,500.00 has enabled us not only to buy food and hygienic items but also for the
first time we got a plastic pool for the kids at the shelter as the temperature here in Yerevan is 104F.
Many thanks to you all. I would like to visit your church and offer a personal presentation to you all.
Maro
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Ladies Guild Spring Tea Party and Wedding Gown Fashion Show

Different themes, ladies of all ages, family and friends, all came
together for a fun filled afternoon to support the Women’s Center
in Armenia.
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Clockwise from center:

Anna Lehtola
Talia Markarian

The Models

Sophie Shenian
Meline’ Carkarian
Yeva Der Kosrofian
Gabriel Gallant

Leah Garabedian
Caroline Gallant
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The tables beautifully decorated by the hosts, the tea
party was underway and a great success; a fundraiser
filled with fun, and fellowship!
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Christian Education
The Christian Education Committee (CEC) of Soorp Advadzadzin Armenian Church is committed to the
spiritual growth of all the faithful. Questions are a great way to exercise our spiritual muscles, so here's a
good one that will really get you thinking. Enjoy!
Question: Since our God is the source of all truth, why does He not make himself more obvious to everyone? Why
would God not want us to be absolutely certain that he is there, but rather hide from us, leaving room for doubt and
even disbelief? Why would a loving God who wishes to make himself known to us and deepen in relationship with
us hide in the shadows?

Answer:
For starters, from a Christian perspective, God IS completely obvious! Romans chapter one points out that the
glory of God is revealed everywhere in nature. “Ever since the creation of the world his invisible nature, namely,
his eternal power and deity, has been clearly perceived in the things that have been made. So they are without
excuse” (v20). Psalm 19:1 also reminds us that “The heavens are telling the glory of God and the firmament
proclaims his handiwork.” econd, when God first created us as is described in the first two chapters of the book of
Genesis, he was very obvious and intimate with us from the very beginning. What eventually distanced us from
God was our decision to sin, not God estranging himself from us. Furthermore, the complete record of the Old
Testament provides numerous examples of God’s miraculous activities in the lives of the people of Israel. God then
sent his only-begotten son Jesus Christ to provide definitive proof in human form that He is real and the one-true
God of all eternity. Jesus’ life, his words, his miracles, his fulfillment of all the Old Testament prophesies of the
coming Messiah, and finally his resurrection provide more than sufficient “proof” of his divinity. Finally, the work
of the Holy Spirit in the lives of Christians after Pentecost throughout the centuries is the final, conclusive
testimony that the God of the universe is alive and well!
Remarkably for some, this is simply not enough evidence that God truly exists. They say, “If God wants us to
really know that he is there, isn’t he powerful enough to ensure that everyone knows he is real? Couldn’t he just
write his name in the sky or plant a thought in our minds that he is God?”
The simplest answer to this question is that we humans are living in a certain portion of reality, a slice of time and
space, where the fullness of God’s presence is not (and cannot be) entirely seen or experienced. In the near future,
when Jesus Christ returns to judge the world and create the new Heaven and Earth, we will completely know, see
and experience Him in all His divine glory.

So why can’t/won’t he be more obvious now? Well, one way to approach this question is to first ask what is God’s
goal that He chooses to not more fully make His presence know to us in this current existence? If his goal is for us
to just intellectually believe in him, just like we might learn and understand a historical fact or a scientific
principle, he could simply appear to us regularly in some physical form or write his name “Yahweh” in big letters
in the clouds for everyone to see all the time. This would be considered such an imposingly miraculous way for
Him to reveal Himself to us that we would have no other option but to accept his existence as intellectual fact
confirmed by our physical senses. Essentially, we would be overpowered by His presence and be effectively
forced to believe in Him. Asking for an even more imposing physical revelation might be pushing it, as Scripture
reveals to us that God’s holiness is so pure, that for created beings “you cannot see my face; for man shall not see
me and live” (Exodus 33:20).
(Continued on next page)
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But is that really all of God’s goal for us in this life? Does God just want us to experience him as we would experiences trees, mountains and the sun? Is intellectual assent to his existence sufficient for God’s purposes in this temporal life? Interestingly, when we look back at the life of our Lord Jesus Christ, we are struck by the fact that even
while he openly demonstrated god-like powers, the religious leaders of the day still questioned his deity and even
desired to kill him. From this we realize that intellectual certainty does not necessarily lead to the outcome that
God desires. The Pharisees and other antagonists of Jesus had no problems recognizing that true miracles were taking place at the hand of our Lord - healings, exorcisms, walking on water, transforming substances, controlling
the weather, and even raising people from the dead. But these amazing demonstrations of control over nature were
not having the outcome that Jesus was looking for.
The Pharisees and other antagonists of Jesus had no problems recognizing that true miracles were taking place at
the hand of our Lord - healings, exorcisms, walking on water, transforming substances, controlling the weather,
and even raising people from the dead. But these amazing demonstrations of control over nature were not having
the outcome that Jesus was looking for.

So then what if the goal of all Jesus’ miracle working was too achieve a deeper relationship with him as friend,
savior and God? What if God’s definition of “belief” in him is not simply intellectual assent, but rather relational.
If we examine how the word “believe” is used in the New Testament (Greek pisteuo and Armenian հաւատամ /
havadam), we could easily argue that “trust” or “rely on” are equally acceptable ways of translating the essence of
what the New Testament authors are getting at when they refer to belief in God.
If this is the case, then we might ask ourselves, how can God, who is the all-powerful creator of the universe and
all things in it, get us to trust him in the context of relationship? It’s easy for God to overpower us with his presence to get us to believe in him intellectually, but how can he bring about genuine relationship with us again (like
we first had in the Garden of Eden) by allowing us to freely desire to trust and love him without backing us into a
corner with his sheer awesomeness?
The final answer to this question lies with us. As the entirety of Scripture demonstrates, God has done his part by
pursuing us relentlessly. It is not as if God has been secretly lurking in the shadows, quickly withdrawing from our
view whenever we detect his presence. Nor has God thrown us in some tortuous maze whose walls are 20 feet
high, then asking us to somehow discover the way to him at the very end of the maze while we labor to evade all
sorts of traps and fiends within the maze. God has remained at enough of a distance so as not to overpower us, but
has given us enough obvious indications to his whereabouts that the only thing that separates us from discovering
the fullness of his love in Christ Jesus is our own selfish will. After all, relationship must be chosen from both
sides. Using the rational faculties that our Creator has given us to discern his existence, we are all placed at the
same starting point of belief, yet not forced to have to trust in him as our loving Lord and Savior.
God simply wants to be found, yet we turn our faces away from him and complain that “if God only did this or that
I would believe!” Our sinful natures as humans just don’t desire to “see” God and almost assuredly would not believe even if he did write his name in the sky. Jesus aptly described this stubborn resistance to belief when he told
the parable of the Rich Man and Lazarus (Luke 16:19-21): “If they do not hear Moses and the prophets, neither
will they be convinced if someone should rise from the dead.”
In the end, God has given us enough evidence to believe in him rationally but has not given us so much evidence
that we can believe in him based on reason alone. We should first look around us - the universe and all that is contained within it, its remarkable beauty and specified complexity, screams the reality of an omniscient and omnipotent Creator. If we are looking for God’s name written in the sky, there you have it! Then look at the person of Jesus Christ. His life and ultimate sacrifice on the Cross convincingly reveal a God who loves us enough to die for
his creation in order to heal and restore an intimate relationship that once existed but is currently lost. For those
who accept the testimony of this evidence and fall to their knees is humility and repentance, God has promised not
to plant an imposing thought of his existence in our mind, but rather commits to dwell in our hearts and form a
loving relationship with us for all of eternity.
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Soorp Asdvadzadzin Outreach
Giving Back for the Holidays
This year, Soorp Asdvadzadzin Church sponsored 10 families for the Thanksgiving holiday and 8 for
Christmas. Thanks to our parishioners, we received gift cards for nearby supermarkets so that each family
could purchase a turkey or ham and all the fixings for their Thanksgiving meals.
For Christmas, we needed 72 gifts for the children of the 8 families. We received numerous gifts and cash
donations from our parishioners, your generosity is so greatly appreciated!
Because there were many gifts on our list this year, Celeste Bedigian and I needed to shop for the remaining
gifts. As always, Celeste and I had a fun time shopping for the gifts, knowing that the children would be so
exited on Christmas morning opening their gifts, made our trip to the stores even more special.

The gifts were all distributed to the families, they were so appreciative for what our church did for them for
Thanksgiving and Christmas. Thanks to everyone who bought a gift card and for the presents and monetary
donations.
Without all of you, these families would not have had a happy holiday season, during the most wonderful
time of the year. God bless you and your families.
Lisa Hazerjian

PEACE OF BREAD
For many years, Celeste and Peter Bedigian have represented Soorp Asdvadzadzin for the Peace of Bread
meals that are sponsored by the Northbridge Association of Churches. Every Wednesday evening, each
churches of the NAC or a local businesses takes a turn preparing delicious meals in the kitchen of the United
Presbyterian Church of Whitinsville to serve every guest that walks through their doors. Last year we had the
privilege of serving four meals, which isn’t much, but because participation in the Peace of Bread is so great,
the number of weeks we are assigned is limited.
Thanks to our parishioners, our church also supports the Northbridge Food Pantry, making donations of non
perishable food items on a regular basis.
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Soorp Asdvadzadzin Outreach

Back Row: Bill DiLuca, Peter Bedigian, Yn. Margaret Stepanian, Gerry Gonynor, Armen Baghsarian, Asadour Badrikian
Middle: Yn. Susana and Yeva, Arousyag Seropian, Vahan and Der Mikael, Givan, Vana, Lusine’ & Aram Baghsarian, Talia,
Kristen, Andre’ & Meline’ Markarian.
Front: Grace Stapanian, Nune’ Der Kosrofian, Vana Baghsarian, Luci, baby Leah and Leo Badrikian

We walk because they walk. Together we can make a difference in someone's life.
The Blackstone Valley Crop Hunger Walk took place on October 21, 2017. The three-mile walk began in
Whitinsville and ended in Uxbridge Town Common. Families of Soorp Asdvadzadzin, along with walkers
from the Blackstone Valley joined 1,500 communities across the country to support self-help programs in 30
countries organized by Church World Service. In many developing nations, people walk as many as six miles
a day to get food and water. One in nine people worldwide lack access to clean water and a healthy diet.
In walking as they walk, our steps take on meaning. We walk to be in solidarity with their struggle.
The Crop Hunger Walk provides 4 million dollars a year to 3,200 food pantries in the U.S., including food
pantries in our local towns of Douglas, Northbridge and Uxbridge. The Northbridge Association of Churches
has been the local sponsor for the Blackstone Valley Crop Hunger Walk for 43 years. During that time, local
walkers have raised $270,574 for the fight against hunger.
We hope to see more participants at this years Crop Hunger Walk taking place on October 20.
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Sunday School
This year (2017-2018) the St. Asdvadzadzin Sunday School registered 26 students. The Sunday school
provides classes for the following grade levels:
Nursery

Pre-School

1st - 2nd

5th - 6th,

7th - 8th

9th - 10th

During the school year, students were integrated into the worship services of the Church. On the first Sunday
of each month they enthusiastically participated in the celebration of Soorp Badarak, performing various
ministry tasks:
Greeters
Choir
Candle bearers
Kushotz (fan bearers)
Scripture reading
Kiss of Peace
Passing the collection plate
Confession Reading
Veils handouts during communion
Veils collection
Communal cloth holding
Mas distribution
Our students were also active in many outreach activities. In October 2017, some of our students along with
their parents participated in the annual Crop Hunger Walk, walking 3 miles to help fight hunger. The following month, our students went food shopping and restocked the shelves for the Presbyterian Churches outreach
program, “Peace of Bread” food pantry.

This past February, under the guidance of Kathy Gonynor and Aram Hazerjian, students volunteered to
decorate the church hall in preparation for Poon Paregentan, they also set up the food tables and supervised a
few of the celebratory games. Many thanks to Priscilla Altoonian for purveying the decorations and food for
this festive event before Lent. The party was a huge success.
The Sunday School program would not be a success if we did not have this team of dedicated teachers,
substitutes, classroom assistants and directors:
Pre-school taught by Priscilla Altoonian,
Grades 1st – 2nd taught by Kristi Markarian
Grades 5th – 6th taught Jamie DerKosrofian
Grades 7th - 8th taught by Susana DerKosrofian
Grades 9th – 10th Barbara Berberian
Substitutes: Rachael Gallant, Linda Faltaous
Assistants: Anna Shenian, Azniv Gigarjian;
Directors: Andre’ Markarian, Aram Hazerjian
This year two of our students, Leah Garabedian and Caroline Gallant, graduated from Sunday School. A
graduation ceremony was held in the church sanctuary on the last day of Sunday School. It was a very proud
moment for the two students as well as the parents to witness their children graduating and keeping faith in
Jesus Christ. Leah and Caroline will continue to be involved with Sunday School as classroom assistants and
missionaries for St. Asdvadzadzin Church.
This past June, an “End of School Year” celebration was held for all students, teachers, directors and parishioners. A barbeque, on the church grounds consisted of great food, great people and plenty of laughs and
smiles. “Der Asdvadz ornetse zamenesyant” - “May God bless all of you”.
Looking forward to another great year!
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Mrs. Berberian’s 9th and 10th grade class giving a lecture on Halloween.

Sunday School meeting, co-director’s message to
students and parents.

Center Left: Palm Sunday
Procession

Above: Communion

Left: Children’s Sermon
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Will Whittlesey and Parrish Gallant with the children during the donut eating contest;
Aza
Whittlesey is the winner!

Gabrielle, Caroline, Yeva and Benjamin decorate the church hall
for the annual Poon Paregentan celebration!
Mom’s getting ready for a round
of musical chairs!

Bottom right:
Yeretsgin and Nune’

Everyone enjoying the feast!

Caroline Gallant wrapping Leah Garabedian in
the TP Mummy contest!
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Holy Week
Holy week stands as the paramount week of the Liturgical calendar, being a week of lamentations, love, and ever fulfilling joy as
we remember the life and sacrifice of our Lord Jesus Christ. However, the significance of this time is exemplified through a dutiful
ministry, something that the congregation of Soorp Asdvadzadzin accomplishes through their participation and hard work. The
week began with the Palm Sunday services and the Sunday school children participation during Tapor, proudly waving their palms
and the service concluded with the Opening of the Portal Service (Trnpatsek), blessing of the palms and Antasdan (blessing the four
corners) and the blessing ceremony of our new altar cloth and covers (see below).
Maundy Thursday the Washing of the Feet Service took place. Der Hayr explained to everyone the meaning of the service and its
message – humility, he reminded everyone that Jesus gave this command to the Desciples then and to us today, that we should love
and serve one another. Shortly after washing the feet of the trustees the Khavaroom service began.
On Good Friday, Der Hayr and the deacons gave an evening service before the beautiful arrangement of flowers that blanketed the
tomb of Jesus. At the end, many of the congregant’s took the flowers for their homes and for others who could not attend.
The next morning, many dedicated parents rose bright and early to bring their children to partake in Holy Communion followed by
a hearty breakfast and the morning concluded with the traditional Easter egg hunt and egg fight!

Trnpatsek (Opening of the Portal)

Washing of the Feet Service

Service of the Entombment of
our Lord Jesus Christ

Everyone enjoying Communion breakfast

Andre’, Gerry and Parrish preparing breakfast!
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Christian Education (CEC)
Sunday and Sundays
by Dn. Shant Kazanjian
Sunday is our weekly feast, the foundational celebration of the Christian church year. Sunday is the first day of
the week, mi-ya-shapat (Matthew 28:1; Mark 16:2; Luke 24:1), the day Jesus rose from the dead. It is “the day of
the Lord” (deroonee /deroonagan). The word geeragee (Sunday) comes from the Greek Kyriakee, meaning
dominical, royal. For us, it is the day of assembly, not a lazy day or a rest day, a day of gathering for the
celebration of Soorp Badarak, a day of meeting for corporate worship. But what is this Sunday worship all about?
What are we celebrating? And what about all these special Sundays, like Easter, Pentecost, Transfiguration, and
other dominical festivals? How is one Sunday, any Sunday, related to other Sundays in our Church year?
One of the few places in the Bible where the “Lord’s day” is mentioned in conjunction with worship is in the
Book of Revelation. At the very beginning of the book we read, “I was in the spirit on the Lord’s day, and I
heard behind me a loud voice like a trumpet saying, ‘Write in a book what you see…’” (Revelation 1:10-11).
Then, still in the same vision, in chapters 4 and 5, John paints a majestic picture of worship taking place in
Heaven. I want to draw your attention to a few verses:
“And whenever the living creatures give glory and honor and thanks to the one who is seated
on the throne, who lives forever and ever, the twenty-four elders fall before the one who is
seated on the throne and worship the one who lives forever and ever; they cast their crowns
before the throne, singing, ‘You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor
and power, for you created all things, and by your will they existed and were created.’” (Revelation 4:9-11)
In chapter five, worship is offered to the “Lamb standing as if it had been slaughtered”:
“You are worthy to take the scroll and to open its seals, for you were slaughtered and by
your blood you ransomed for God saints from every tribe and language and people
and nation; you have made them to be a kingdom and priests serving our God, and they
will reign on earth.” (Revelation 5:9-10)
And, in Revelation 5:12, we read myriads of myriads and thousands of thousands of angels sing:
“Worthy is the Lamb that was slaughtered to receive power and wealth and wisdom and
might and honor and glory and blessing!”
Without getting into details, in Revelation 4 and 5, John is depicting worship that is going on now, in heaven,
in God’s domain, not something that is going to take place at the end of times. The other thing we should note
is that worship—from Old English means to acknowledge the worth of someone—has to do with honoring and
praising someone who is worthy. And the worth of someone (or a group, an institution, or a nation) is measured by who that person is and what that person does or has done. Hence, in honoring or praising someone,
we highlight that person’s virtues and accomplishments. This is what we read in Revelation 4 and 5 (see my
highlights in the text).
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Sunday and Sundays (Cont’d)

In Chapter 4, God is worshipped because He is the creator God, he is the sovereign God. And in chapter 5,
Jesus is worshiped, because he is the Messiah, the King, who through his sacrificial death has redeemed us.
Christian worship entails celebrating and praising who God is and what he has done for us in and through his
Son in the power of the Holy Spirit, and it is something that is happening in God’s domain, and every creature
is invited to join in this worship celebration (Revelation 5:13).
How do we do that? Well, we do that by telling the story of God through hymns and prayers, long and short,
reciting and praising God’s marvelous and mighty deeds, in a thousand different ways. This is what we do every
Sunday during the Divine Liturgy (Soorp Badarak), which is the central act of worship of the Armenian Church.
Although those hymns and prayers are derived from the Bible, however, to do justice to Christian celebratory
worship, we recount God’s saving acts directly from the Bible itself, the only book that tells the official story of
God. So on a given Sunday worship, we read two or three passages—one from the Old Testament, another from
the epistles, and the final and the climactic reading is always from one of the Gospels.
The story of God, of course, extends from Genesis to Revelation, from creation to new creation. That long biblical story reaches its climax in the person and works of Jesus the Messiah—by his coming into this world, his
kingdom of God campaign—his healings and teachings and celebrations, but supremely through his death on
the cross and resurrection from the dead, and by his ascension to Heaven, and by the sending of the Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost. The story ends when Christ returns to establish the kingdom of God on earth as it is
already in heaven.
Because of that, the focus of the church’s worship is Jesus the Messiah, our Lord and our Savior—not as he was
2000 years ago, but as he is now, risen and glorified, seated at the right hand of God, worshiped and praised by
myriads of myriads of angels. This worship is taking place eternally in God’s dimension, in Heaven, a worship
to which we—the church, as members of Christ’s body by virtue of faith and baptism into Christ—are invited
and privileged to join in. As indeed we do join in this heavenly liturgy in and through the celebration of Soorp
Badarak. We join the heavenly chorus in singing, “Holy, Holy, Holy is the Lord of hosts” (Isaiah 6:3 and Soorp
Badarak). And towards the end of the Badarak we thank Christ for having fed us from his table, distributing his
body and blood for the salvation of the world, which is a foretaste of the banquet of the Kingdom of God to
come. Those examples can be multiplied.
This is what we are celebrating every Sunday, every Lord’s day, throughout the church year. But at different
times during the year, while keeping the big narrative in perspective, in rehearsing the saving deeds of God
through Christ, the spotlight moves and shines on this or that aspect of the life and redemptive work of Jesus.
For instance at Christmas, we are not celebrating the baby Jesus, although in telling God’s story we commemorate his coming into this world as the incarnate Lord. Likewise, at Easter we are not merely commemorating the
death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.
It is here that the Sunday Bible readings go hand in hand with the church calendar, where the readings, as integral and necessary part of celebratory worship, highlight and emphasize various facets and events of Jesus
Christ. So every Sunday, every Lord’s day, we are celebrating and worshiping the crucified but risen Jesus the
Messiah, as he is now on his throne, as the Lord and king of the world.
Author: Deacon Shant Kazanjian is Director of Christian Education for the Eastern Prelacy of the Armenian Apostolic Church of America. This
article first appeared in Crossroads, the e-newsletter of the Eastern Prelacy, on Dec 22, 2016 and is now reprinted here .

36

At the conclusion o the 2018 NRA Banquet, His Eminence announced a surprise—actually three surprises—
when he called upon Rev. Fr. Mikael Der Kosrofian, pastor of Sourp Asdvadzadzin of Whitinsville, Rev. Fr.
Kapriel Nazarian, pastor of Sts. Vartanantz of Providence, and Rev. Fr. Torkom Chorbajian, pastor of St.
Gregory of Granite City, to come forward and accept the presentation of the Pectoral Cross ( Lanchakhach )
to wear on official occasions that is an honor bestowed on deserving clergymen.—Crossraods.
Members of the Board of Trustees, NRA Delegates and Parishioners of St. Asdvadzadzin attended the banquet representing the
community and were “in on the surprise”.
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Sunday School Graduation
L: Caroline Gallant receives her graduation
gift from co-director Andre’ Markarian.

R: Leah Garabedian receiving her graduation
gift from co-director Aram Hazerjian.

B: Der Hayr thanks the directors, teachers,
parents and parishioners for supporting the
Sunday school students.
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2017 Golf Tournament
The 6th Annual Soorp Asdvadzadzin Dave Papazian Memorial Golf Tournament was held on August 7, 2017 at the Highfields
Country Club in Grafton, MA. The names of the winners will be proudly displayed on the memorial cup alongside the previous
winners. Much fun and fellowship was had by all of the 74 players this year. Raffle prizes were donated by the following:

2017 Prize Donations
Item
Golf Clubs
Case of Wine
BC Tickets

Value
$700
$200
$100
$200
$300
$100
$350

Golf Bag
Red Sox Tickets
Golf Balls
Night @ Marriott

Auction

Donor
Paul Bedrosian

Jeanne Papazian
Rafi Samkiranian
Jim & Priscilla Altoonian
Amorello Family
George & Joanne Khoury
Lynn Kakal

Cash Donations

Name

Name

Mark Kazanjian
Mark Sagherian
Stephen Brudner

$275 Golf Clubs
$225 Sox Tickets
$200 Foursome

Charles Yergatian
Peter & Lisa Alemian
Ann Samkiranian
Victoria Ovian

$50
$50
$50
$25

We would like to thank the very generous sponsors who made our outing this year a big success:

Hole Sponsors
Name
Vahan Martirosian
Jim & Priscilla Altoonian
Peter & Celeste Bedigian
Harry's Famous Pizza, Inc.
Bob Khederian

$1,000
$500
$500
$500
$500

Uni Bank
Stephen & Chris Kanarian
Steve & Linda Kechejian
George & Joanne Khoury
Alex P. White
Armen & Christine Kourkounian
Hagop & Claudia Antranigian
Gary Aprahamian
Baker Cadillac

$500
$300
$300
$300
$300
$200
$100
$100
$100

John & Barbara Berberian
Stephen Brudner / MSCG
Buma Funeral Home
Carr Funeral Home

$100
$100
$100
$100
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Collaborative Staffing Solutions Inc.
Jill Creighton, / Chick's barber Shop
Enterprise Painting
Harry & Charlene Goshgarian
Michael & Susan Guzelian
J&S Motors
James M. Kalustian
John V. Kasparian
Ladies' Guild - Whitinsville, MA
David K. Muradian
Ardashes Nahabedian
Jeanne Papazian
Paul & Sarah Piligian
Stephen Pucci

$100
$100
$100
$100
$100
$100
$100
$100
$100
$100
$100
$100
$100
$100

Rev. Fr. Krikor Sabounjian

$100

Mark Sagherian

$100

Raffi Samkiranian
Butch Simonian
Der Hayr & Yeretshkin Stepanian
Carrie Weeb
Wickstrom Morse, LLP
Michael & Shirley Zywien

$100
$100
$100
$100
$100
$100

Scenes from our 2018
Golf Tournament

Rich Kanarian…...Hole in One...Not!
Steve Brudner ready to swing.

Mark Sagherian sends the ball on a one
way trip!

Asadour Badrikian thinking Red!
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Vernon and Charles Yergatian taking
time out for photo.

George and Joanne Khoury
with Zachary Papazian

2018 Golf Tournament
The 7th Annual Soorp Asdvadzadzin Dave Papazian Memorial Golf Tournament was held on July 30, 2018 at the Highfields
Country Club in Grafton, MA. The names of the winners will be proudly displayed on the memorial cup alongside the previous
winners. Much fun and fellowship was had by all of the 80 players this year. Raffle prizes were donated by the following:

2018 Prize Donations
Item
Watch

Value
$700
$400
$200
$200
$50

Wine & Fridge/Forman Grill
Golf Bag
Coleman Grill
Johnnie Walker Black

Donor
Gerald & Katherine Gonynor

Jeanne Papazian
Jim & Priscilla Altoonian
Alex P. White
Raffi Samkiranian

Auction
Cash Donations

Name
Vernon Yergatian

$200 Highfields Foursome

Name
Winners of this year’s cup and $400 first Prize
John Jepsen - Scott Wallen - John McGrath - Dylan Jepsen
2nd place team won $200.00
3rd place team won $100.00
We also had two close to the pin and one close to the line

Hole Sponsors
Name
Jim & Priscilla Altoonian
Peter & Celeste Bedigian
Bob Khederian
UniBank
Harry’s Famous Pizza, Inc.
Stephen & Chris Kanarian
Steve & Linda Kechejian
George & Joanne Khoury
Ladies' Guild—Whitinsville, MA
Alex P. White
Vernon & Areti Yergatian
Hagop & Claudia Antranigian
Gary Aprahamian
Alan & Nevart Asadoorian

$500
$500
$500
$500
$300
$300
$300
$300
$300
$300
$300
$100
$100
$100

John & Barbara Berberian
Stephen Brudner / MSCG
Buma Funeral Home
Carr Funeral Home
Collaborative Staffing Solutions Inc.

$100
$100
$100
$100
$100
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Charles Yergatian
Ann Samkiranian
Victoria Ovian
Annonymous

$60
$50
$25
$25

We would like to thank the very generous
Jill Creighton / Chick's Barber Shop
Enterprise Painting
Magdy & Linda Faltaous
Robert Gigarjian
Gerald & Katherine Gonynor
Guaranteed Builders, Inc. (GBI)
J&S Motors
James M. Kalustian
John V. Kasparian
Paul & Susan Mouradian
David K. Muradian Jr.
David K. Muradian
Ardashes Nahabedian
Larry & Vanessa Ovian
Jeanne Papazian

$100
$100
$100
$100
$100
$100
$100
$100
$100
$100
$100
$100
$100
$100
$100

Paul & Sarah Piligian

$100

Kevin Powers

$100

Mark Sagherian
Raffi Samkiranian
Der Hayr & Yeretskin Stepanian
Wickstrom Morse, LLP
Gary Wood
Michael & Shirley Zywien

$100
$100
$100
$100
$100
$100

First Place Winners

Hagop Antranigian with Second Place Winners
Jimmy and Haig Altoonian after a
long day on the course.

The Kanarian Trio

Third Place Winners
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Picnic Prep 2018
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Archbishop Oshagan Officiates in Whitinsville
While studying at the Princeton Theological Seminary during the early 1980’s, His Eminence, at the time
Hayr Oshagan, traveled to Whitinsville every Sunday for 11 months as the visiting parish priest to celebrate
the Divine Liturgy, ensuring the doors of our beloved St. Asdvadzadzin would remain open until a permanent
pastor was assigned. Thankfully God provided.
On Sunday, August 19th, nearly 40 years later, in what would be his last visit to Soorp Asdvadzadzin Church
in Whitinsville, Massachusetts, as the Prelate of the Eastern Prelacy, Archbishop Oshagan celebrated the
Divine Liturgy and delivered a moving sermon. In his sermon, His Eminence spoke about Saint Mary and
explained the reason why we celebrate her feast for nine days, and how the Holy Spirit of God worked
through her as well as the disciples. The Prelate said that in the same way we should welcome with open
hearts the Spirit of God to work through us.
The community of St. Asdvadzadzin Church was blessed with a beautiful sun-filed day that was perfect for
our annual picnic on the church grounds. Parishioners, neighbors, and friends from near and far enjoyed the
fellowship, food, and the live music of the John Berberian Ensemble. His Eminence presided over the Blessing of Grapes ceremony together with clergy of the New England parishes.
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Picnic Donations
Gloria Ahmadjian
Mary Amorello
Dorothy Arakelian
Christine & Anthony Avedisian
Peter Bedigian
Peter & Celeste Bedigian
John & Barbara Berberian
Stephen & Michella Brudner
Karen Cullen
Mark & Cindy DerMugrdichian
Magdy & Linda Faltaous
Nevart & George Kaderian
Karyn & Richard Kealty
Lucy Kheboian
Mark Kooyomjian Plumbing
Ohhanes & Araxie Kourkounian
Eli & Laura Laverdiere
Sadie Manoogian
George & Margaret Marashian
Vahan & Rosemary Martirosian
Harry & Norma Megerdichian
Nancy Moscofian
Der Kaprial & Yn Debra Nazarian
Vicky Ovian
Mike & Adrienne Ovian
Edward & Wendy Ovian
Victoria Peroni
Lori & Matthew Porter
Sylvia Roche
Mark Sarkisian, Jr
Margaret Shenian
Agnes Tebeau
Hon & Mrs Sarkis Teshoian
Roxi Tiberian
Craig Wallen
Margaret & Tom Yaylaian
Polar Beverages

Jim & Priscilla Alltoonian
Mary Ampagoomian
Steve & Virginia Asadoorian
Avedis Avedissian
Victoria Bedigian
Mary Bedoian
Albert Boyajian
Carr Funeral Home
Joe Derderian
Bill & Linda Diluca
Parrish & Rachael Gallant
John Kasparian
Steven & Linda Kechejian
George & Joanne Khoury
Paul Hekimian
Charlene & Michael Langlois
Claire Malkasian
Manoog & Sharon Manoogian
Rosa Marashian
Stephen & Sosie Megerdichian
George Mooradian
Ardashes Nahabedian
Virginia Ohannesian
Sandra Ovian
Karnig & Diana Ovian
Karolyn Ovian
Paul Piligian
Kevin Powers
Ann Samkiranian
Nancy Sharoogian
Linda & David St.Francis
Elizabeth Telian
Irene Tiberian
Arshalous Topjian
Will & Nikki Whittlesey
Quality Beverages
Bahnan Middle Eastern Markey

Thank You to Everyone for making our 2018
Church Picnic a memorable and successful event!
Save the date: Picnic 2019 ~August 18
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Congratulations to the Class of 2018!
Best of luck to our High School graduates as they embark on the next chapter of their academic lives!

Charles Whittlesey, son of William and Nicole Whittlesy
Mia Varteresian, daughter of Ed and Melissa Varteresian

Congratulations also to the Shenian family, as Jackie Shenian has graduated from Assumption College,
Worcester, MA. with a Bachelor's of Arts Degree in Graphic Design.

Wedding Announcement
Raffi Samkiranian and Armine’ Arakelyan were married on July 7, 2017 in Armenia!
O Christ our God, Protect and Keep Raffi and Armine’ under the shadow of
Your Holy and Venerable Cross in Peace!

Raffi & Armine’

Congratulations to the
Arakelyan & Samkiranian Families
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Wedding Announcements
Robert DiMarco and Becki Siegelnik were married on October 28, 2017
Tommy Bedrosian and Laura Mathisen were married on June 1, 2018
Arthur Cheamitru and Kristen Potter were married on June 23, 2018
Jonathan Dykstra and Megan Smith were married on September 13, 2018

Tommy and Laura Bedrosian
Congratulations to the newlyweds and
The Bedrosian & Mathisen Families

Robert And Becki DiMarco
Congratulations to the newlyweds and
The DiMarco and Blain Families

Jonathan and Megan Dykstra
Congratulations to the newlyweds and the
Dykstra, Smith and Arakelyan Families

Arthur and Kristen Cheamitru
Congratulations to the newlyweds and the
Waterman, Cheamitru and Potter Families

O Christ our God, Protect and Keep the newlyweds under the shadow of
Your Holy and Venerable Cross in Peace!
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Baptism’s

Holy Muron (oil) is poured into the baptismal
font in preparation for Zoe’s baptism; Michella
and Stephen with Zoe’s godparents look on.

Congratulations to the Brudner, Bedrosian & Curtis
families as Zoe Rose Brudner is baptized and now a
member of the family of God.

Godfather David DerMugrditchian
comforting baby Sosie during the
sacrament of Chrismation.

Sosie Abigail Brown is baptized and
has joined the growing family of God.

Cole Wallen, all smiles as he too has become an
adopted child of God. Congratulations to parents,
Paul & Lauren Wallen, godfather David Wallen,
and grandparents, Scott & Rita Wallen.
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Baptism’s

Kathryn praying all goes well….it did!

Double the Congratulations to the Amorello, Beckwith and
Seibold Families as John-Monroe Beckwith and Joseph
Daniel Seibold (cousins) are baptized and confirmed!
Godparents: Nick Amorello and Rachael Gallant,
Anthony Amorello & Kathryn Beckwith

Luke Campbell (enjoying the water) is baptized,
as godfather Nathan Johnson looks on, and has
joined the growing family of God and Soorp
Asdvadzadzin Church.

Luke with mom (Sonya Campbell)
and godmother, Alexandra Johnson

Congratulations to the Campbell, Faltaous,
Johnson and Malkasian Families!
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Congratulations to the Tusino Family.
Robert Tusino is baptized and confirmed.
Robert with godparents Ben Tusino
and Tracy Sharky.

Eagle Scout Court of Honor
On March 18, 2018 the Eagle Scout Court of Honor
was held to elevate Charles E. Whittlesey, son of
William and Nicole Whittlesey and grandson of John
and Barbara Berberian, to the rank of Eagle Scout.
Earning the rank of Eagle Scout is no easy task – it
requires years of hard work and diligence to move
through the 7 ranks of scouting, committing countless hours to master many important life-skills
including outdoor survival, personal care, leadership,
teamwork, and creativity.

Then there’s the 21 merit badges that a Scout must
earn to reach Eagle rank – badges that cover the
spectrum of physical fitness to practical knowledge
necessary for any college bound student. Charles had
to invest extensive service hours to obtain these
badges, all the while living by the Scout Law: be Charles during the Eagle Scout Court of Honor Ceremony
trustworthy, loyal, helpful, friendly, courteous, kind,
For his Eagle Project, Charles restored the old outdoor chapel at
obedient, cheerful, thrifty, brave, clean, and reverent.
Congratulations to you Charles and to your family.
Your Soorp Asdvadzadzin Church Family is very
proud of you, God bless you!
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Camp Haiastan in Franklin by building new pews and a railing
along the edge of the clearing. The old paths to the chapel were
also cleared and redefined. The chapel had been defunct and
out of use for more than 20 years and is now ready for services.

Soorp Asdvadzadzin Church blessed with Gifts
Our church was blessed with many gifts this past year. We now have painting of the Apostles, a painting of the Last Supper and
of our Lord Jesus Christ. As mentioned earlier in this issue, all of the paintings were blessed by H.E. Archbishop Oshagn
Choloyan and now are displayed in our sanctuary. We also received gifts of different color altar cloths to use during the appropriate feast days of the Armenian Church. A beautiful Processional Cross, a pair of Jajanch, a Tosghig (Aspergillum), and other gifts
that now adorn our altar.
On the following pages are pictures of the gift and names of the donors. Thank you for your generosity, may God bless you and
your families and may He illuminate the souls of your loved ones whom these gifts are in memory of.

Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy
laden, and I will give you rest. Take My yoke
upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle
and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for
your souls. For My yoke is easy and My
burden is light.” Matthew 11:28-30

Donated by the late Charles Gigarjian

The Last Supper
Donated by Hagop and Claudia Antranigian
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The Apostles

St. Thaddeus

St. Andrew

St. Simon

St. James

Donated by Ann Samkiranian
Lusiya & Alan Thibault
Raffi & Armine’ Samkiranian
and Family

Donated by
Magdy & Linda Faltaous

Donated by
Mr. & Mrs. Gabi Aoude

Donated by
Mr. & Mrs. Gabi Aoude

St. Thomas

St. Paul

St. Bartholomew

St. Philip

Donated by

Donated by

Donated by

Donated by

Sosie, Joseph & Ani Almasian

Jim & Priscilla Altoonian

Nancy Moscofian

Rachael Gallant
Michael Gonynor
Nicholas & Anthony Amorello
Kathryn Beckwith
Alison Seibold
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St. John

St. Matthew

St. Peter

St. James

Donated by
Dr. Andre’ & Kristen Markarian and Family

Donated by
Mrs. Alice Sagherian

Donated by
Daniel & Marina Merian

Donated by
Mr. & Mrs. Gabi Aoude

Altar Jajanch Donated by Violet Proodian

Tsoghig/Aspergillum
Donated by
Magdy & Linda Faltaous

Processional Cross
Donated by
Mrs. Denise Ahmadjian

Der Hayr blesses the new Altar
cloth
Donated by Sadie Manoogian and
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Manoogian
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Birthday Wishes to all celebrating a birthday throughout the year
May God bless you with good health and long life!

There were many birthdays we celebrated
throughout the year. Here are some of them,
please send pictures to our church email for
future publications.

Clockwise from above: Caroline Gallant and
Aznive Gigarjian .
Bella and Zoe Brudner (not on same day!)
Kori Lehtola
Alice Sagherian, Caroline Gallant, Der Hayr,
Nancy Moscofian and Joyce Torosian

Happy Wedding Anniversary to all celebrating throughout the year!

Ardavazd & Arousyag Seropian celebrated their 50th wedding
anniversary this past summer with a special prayer service in
church, something which was impossible for them to do 50
years ago being under communist rule.

God Bless them and everyone celebrating their
wedding anniversary with many joy filled years!
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Church Clean Up Day!

Mark takes a break from raking!
Andre’, Meline’ and Talia Markarian working in the
Ladies Guild Garden!
Yeva and Nune’ picking the
weeds around the Katchkar.

(l) David DerMugrditchian
getting mulch ready for
“delivery”.

(r) Sweeping the sidewalk after
picking the weeds.

The Christian’s Pledge
As a follower of Jesus Christ and as a member
of Soorp Asdvadzadzin Church,
I promise to love God with all my heart, soul,
mind and strength
and love my neighbor as myself.
I will thank God everyday for His blessings.
I will honor God in my thoughts and speech.
I will go out of my way to do good to others.
I will be active in the life of the Church.

Due to Federal Privacy Laws, hospitals no longer
provide Der Hayr with a Patient/Religion list. We
encourage you to notify Der Mikael of family
members and parishioners who are ill and/or
hospitalized so that Der Hayr may call and make
visitations. Visitations can uplift the spirit of the
patient and offer support and guidance to the family.
Please call Der Hayr at:
(508)-234-3677 or (774)462-8041
If you and your family would like to host the Sunday
Fellowship following Church Services, please call the
Church Office at 508-234-3677 to reserve a specific
Sunday in memory of a loved one, or in celebration
of a special occasion.
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In Memoriam ~ 2017
They will be missed and never forgotten, may God illuminate their souls.

Pauline Hagopian

Charles Gigarjian

Elsie Menzigian

Nishan Ovian

Khachadoor Khachagian

MaryAlmasian

Thelma Powers

O’ Christ, Son of God, forbearing and compassionate, through your love as creator, have mercy upon the souls of your departed
servants. Be mindful of them on the great day of the coming of your Kingdom. Make them worthy of your mercy and of remission and forgiveness of their sins; glorify and rank them among the saints at your right hand.
For you are Lord and Creator of all, judge of the living and the dead. And to you is befitting the glory, dominion and honor,
now and always forever and ever. Amen.

Charles Aznavour
May 22, 1924—October 1, 2018
“ . . .so many songs in me that won’t be sung. . .” *
Charles Aznavour, one of world’s most celebrated singers of popular songs, a prolific composer, actor, and lifelong champion of the
Armenian people died at his home in southeastern France this week on Monday, October 1. He was 94. He continued the fast pace of
performing up to his death, always laughing off any rumors of retirement. He had concert dates scheduled in France and Switzerland
for November and December.
He wrote more than 1,000 songs and sang them in an array of language that included French, Armenian, English, German, Italian,
Spanish and Yiddish. By some estimates he sold more than 200 million records during his lifetime, appeared in more than 60 films,
and performed to sold-out audiences throughout the world.
As he became an international star, Charles Aznavour became a spokesman and fundraiser for the Armenian cause. He mobilized
worldwide help after the 1988 earthquake in Armenia that killed thousands of people and injured thousands more. With the establishment of the independent Republic of Armenia in 1991, he became an unofficial international ambassador for Armenia.
President Emmanuel Macron of France said: “Profoundly French, viscerally attached to his Armenian roots, famous in the entire
world, Charles Aznavour accompanied the joys and sorrows of three generations. His masterpieces, his timbre, his unique influence
will long survive him.”
His Holiness Aram I, Catholicos of the Holy See of the Great House of Cilicia issued statements in Armenian, French, and English
saying, “Today, we bid farewell to Charles Aznavour, the French poet, singer, film star, child of survivors of the Armenian Genocide, and advocate of the Armenian cause. Aznavour remains with us in his legacy, which continues to inspire people, young and
old, everywhere in the world who share a similar fate and history. For nearly a century, through the chansons he composed and sang,
Charles Aznavour embodied and expressed the French cultural heritage; his incomparable voice and delivery expressed the pain of
the Armenian Genocide and the call of his people for justice. May the Almighty bless his memory.”
*Lyrics from “Yesterday when we were young,” by Charles Aznavour. From Armenian Prelacy Crossroads
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The Chalice is published quarterly by Soorp Asdvadzadzin Armenian Apostolic Church. Did you know
that if each person receiving this issue would donate $5.00, the cost of printing for the entire year would
be covered! Your donation will help to keep this important link to the St. Asdvadzadzin Community.
Please use the enclosed envelope to mail in your Chalice donation. Thank you!
We would like to thank the following people for donating to the Chalice and hope those of you who
have been busy to take a moment and drop us a line along with your 2018 gift. God bless you!

Gifts to Soorp Asdvadzadzin Church

Prayer Request

Did you know? We accept Credit Cards. No cash,
forgot your checkbook? No Problem…You can charge
most anything including your Stewardship/Dues,
Requiem, Food purchases, etc.

Please call the Church office at 508-234-3677 or
email to der.mikaeldk@gmail.com if you would
like to have Der Hayr pray for your loved ones
during Church service and we will also include
the name(s) in the Sunday Bulletin for our
parishioners to pray for them as well.

A Board member will be happy to assist you.

Soorp Asdvadzadzin
Armenian Apostolic Church
of Whitinsville
Annual Bazaar
Saturday, December 1, 2018
10:30am - 4:30pm
*Dinners begin at 11:30am

Pleasant Street Christian Reform Church Hall
25 Cross St., Whitinsville, MA
DELICIOUS FOOD • fresh armenian baked goods
NORTH POLE PO BOX • SILENT AUCTION
• Children's Corner • White Elephant Table •
armenianchurchofwhit.org
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